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THE LOCAL AGENT AS A TRUST. 


A special agent of one of the “underwriters” 
recently ruled out of Michigan, chiefly on the 
ground of a violation of the anti-compact law, 
preventing combinations between “two or 
more’’ companies, brings up a novel point 
which would seem to have some justification. 
The technical argument that the issuance of a 
joint policy by two or more companies at, nat- 
urally, the same premium and under the same 
form, was in effect'a compact between such com- 
panies for the maintenance of rates and preven- 
tion of competition, would indicate, says this 
special agent, that every local agent in anti- 
compact states is violating the law. It is certain 
that the placing of a number of companies with 
one agent prevents competition between the 
companies in that agency, and thus creates in 
effect a trust. No agent ever gets one of his 
companies to compete with another of which he 
is agent; if any competition is indulged in it is 
generally directed against the companies in his 
rival agency. An ‘‘underwriters’ combination”’ 
is really nothing but an agency for the compa- 
nies forming it, and the difference is 
little more than that between a local and a gen- 
eral agency. The iaw does not take into con- 
sideration the scope of the ‘‘agencies.’’ One 
may be a combination for a small town and the 
other for the entire country—the law will treat 
them both alike. It may be argued that there 
is competition in rates between companies of 
the same agency, but unless the good faith ex- 
isting between the agent and his company is 
violated, this is not so. The point is an inter- 
esting one, and may arise sometime in the fu- 
ture if state supervision continues its progress. 


MUTUAL RESERVE SUIT. 

It would hardly seem that the Mutual Reserve 
is fairly liable for back taxes as sued for by 
Superintendent Matthews last week. The super- 
intendent, as we. understand, sues because his 
ruling that the Mutual Reserve and others of 
its class were imitating old-line methods and 
therefore not conducted according to the law 
under which they were admitted, was upheld. 
The fact, however, that the associations are 
held to be imitating old-line methods does not 
make them old-line companies, and amenable 
to old-line laws. They were admitted to the 
state as assessment companies, and as long as 
they are permitted to operate as such, they are 
entitled to be treated by the law governing their 
admisssion. If the state made the mistake of 
admitting them under the wrong laws, they 
should not be made to suffer for the state’s 
mistakes. The state must take its medicine and 
live up to its agreements. It would not be 
surprising, however, if the association lost the 
suit. In several instances, against all reason, 
states have won against corporations. We are 
aware of one case where the state of Indiana, 
through its treasurer, gave a receipt in full for 
back taxes, and several years after the receipt 
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| was annulled, and more taxes, already settled 
| for under a compromise, demanded and secured. 
In other words, the state went back on the 
written agreement of its treasurer. 


COMMISSIONS IN LARGE AND SMALL CITIES. 


The large cities committee of the Western 


commissions in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Louis- 
ville, Chicago and St. Louis. Only Cincinnati 
and Cleveland will need much attention, as the 
other cities are regulated to some extent. 

In our opinion there has never been any 
logical reason for the existence of the excepted 
cities. The conditions to-day in the western 
field as regards the business in excepted and 
small cities and towns is just reversed as to what 
they should be, by the dictates of common 
sense and justice. The excepted cities were 
created for the simple reason that they had be- 
come too unruly to be handled by a system ap- 
plying to better regulated cities. With their 
immense premium volume, the temptation to 
make special inducements for it was too great. 
A company, by the payment of a small excess 
commission, could take out of one of these 
places more premiums than it could gather from 
a hundred small agencies through the state. 

Excuses are made for excepted cities such as 
that the expense of conducting business in 
them is larger than in small towns; solicitors 
have to be paid, office rent, clerk hire and living 
expenses are more. There is no logic in this. 
The reason is all the other way. In country 
towns the average premiums are much smaller. 

here are no large lines to speak of. Dwelling 
business constitutes the chief source of income. 
One thousand dollars is a fair sized policy for a 
country town building. A ‘‘country town’’ 
agent’s expenses are much more than the large 
city agent’s in proportion to his business. His 
office, cheap as it is, still costs something; clerk 
hire is another fair item, as he must have a 
clerk. Perhaps a horse and buggy are neces- 
sary on account of the scattered risks. And all 
these must be paid for out of about $5,000 pre- 
miums a year, on 15 per cent commission. A 
“large city’’ agent’s business is considered small 
if it runs less than $25,000, The question is, is 
the large city agent’s expense five times as 
great as that of his ‘‘country towh’’ cousin ? 
No, nor three. And yet commissions in Cincin- 
nati and Cleveland are double. 

Fifteen per cent is too small commission for 
the ‘‘town’’ agent, but it is sufficient for places 
like Cincinnati and Cleveland. The fifteen 
per cent commission rule, even among a part of 
the companies, has succeeded in some towns in 
driving out all the insurance men. The insur- 
ance business in many good sized towns is now 
conducted by the grocers, lawyers, real estate 
men, and saloonkeepers. Where there ought to 
be two or three agents there are twenty. It will 
not be a great while, evidently, before the de- 
partment stores will be selling insurance. We 
will have our “‘bargain days,’’ and special sales, 
‘owing to an immense purchase of a job lot at 
wholesale prices.”’ 

The reason of this is that insurance men can- 
not make a living at the business at reigning 
commissions. It takes something besides a 
dummy for an insurance agent, and he can 
usually command fair living wages. 

The large cities committee should cut the 
commissions to at least the same as those pre- 
vailing in the smaller towns. 

FOREIGN COMPANIES AND THE TAX BILL. 

It is noticeable how most of the foreign com- 
panies shirked their part of the work of knock- 
ing out the foreign discrimination tax bill be- 
fore the Ohio legislature recently. While all 


Union is now laboring with the question of 


were affected alike in proportion to their pre- 
miums, it is apparent that they relied almost 
entirely on the work of J. M. DeCamp of the L. 
& L. & G. and George Wallace Law of the 
Royal. While a few other foreign companies 
instructed their Ohio special agents to help as 
much as possible, unless our information is at 
fault, the two companies mentioned did most 
of the work and stood about all of the expense. 
Other foreign companies, knowing that the two 
big companies’ interests were important enough 
to insure everything being done that could be 
done, stood quietly by and watched the good 
work goon. The two managers put up a most 
energetic and interesting fight, and won. For 
days the wires were kept hot. Every man who 
could possibly have the slightest influence was 
approached and urged to use it for the good of 
the cause. The defeat of the bill was pretty 
well cut and dried when it came up for passage 
in the senate. Senator Sullivan gracefully 
withdrew it, stating that he found the senti- 
ment of insurance men and the people over- 
whelmingly against it. Probably a cleaner cut 
and better-conducted fight has not been made 
in the Ohio legislature on insurance matters, 


D. H. TAYLOR’S SUIT AGAINST US. 


D. H. Taylor, of Cincinnati, who has become 
notorious in with the anti-trust 
suits brought by Attorney General Monnett, as 
well as by his attempts to prove cases of delin- 
quent taxes against the tna Insurance Com- 
pany, has sued the OHIO UNDERWRITER for 
$25,000 libel in the common pleas court. The 
article at which Mr. Taylor takes umbrage, was 
published about a year ago, in connection with 
his testimony at Cleveland before Attorney 
General Monnett. We feel like the conductor 
of the train that was charged upon by a bull 
grazing in the field adjoining the track; we ad- 
mire our assailant’s courage, but have a d——n 
poor opinion of his judgment. 


connection 


THE REINSURANCE MEASURE. 

Senator Sullivan's bill to compel fire com- 
panies to place their reinsurance in companies 
authorized in Ohio has passed the Senate and is 
expected daily to come up in the House, The 
bill receives the commendation of not only 
the insurance men but of fair-minded lay- 
citizens of the state. 

It is understood that when it appears for pas- 
sage in the House a supplement will be attached 
which will prevent a company from issuing a 
policy or policies on any one risk or hazard for 
a sum exceeding in amount 5 per cent of its 
paid-up capital exclusive of any guarantee, 
surplus or special reserve fund, or in the case of 
foreign companies of the deposits with the 
states. This is intended to prevent the monopo- 
lization of the business by single companies and 
also to guard against the tendency on the part 
of some small companies of a certain class of 
management to carry large lines beyond the point 
of safety. In recent years it has become quite 
common for a company to assume as large a 
hazard on a single plant equal to and in excess 
of its capital. This is the poorest kind of un- 
derwriting, and if the companies cannot see it 
themselves, the law should step in and takea 
hand. The enactment of this clause into a law 
will be a great move in giving all the companies 
a fair show on the large lines. It is just what 
is needed from the standpoint of the local agent 
and the property owner. The local agent should 
be protected against the large line writers, 
which usually operate over his head; and the 
property owner is guarded against companies 
which are disposed to write recklessly. A $100,- 
000 company should never issue more than 
$5,000 on any one risk; in fact, the business 








4 





THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 





would be in a better way and the companies as 
a rule would furnish better indemnity if they 
confined their hazards on risks to $10,000. But 
this will allow such companies as the Aitna and 
the Home to write $200.000 and $150,000 respect- 
ively, which, all will agree, is a plenty. 
It will also prevent foreign companies and 
others capturing large lines and carrying them 
abroad. Even if the regular reinsurance bill 


passes it is not certain that the intent of the | 


law will be carried out; as it is known certain 
foreign companies have ways of evading the 
regulations. But this will at once put a stop to 
all jugglery; the companies may write just so 
much and no more, and there is the end of it. 
The foreign discrimination bill was condemned, 
and justly, we believe, as giving too great an 
advantage to American companies. ‘This bill, 
however, treats all alike, and will doubtless be 
welcomed by all but a few of the companies, 
which make a specialty of large lines. It is 
legitimate protection for company and agent. 


The objection may be raised that if it becomes | 
a law large insurers may have difficulty in se- ; 


curing proper protection. 
ever, shows that 3% millions can be written on 
one risk of the basis of 5 per cent. on capital, 
and the largest plant in the state is the printing 
plant at Akron, on which is carried not quite 
$3,000,000. There is no reason why the amended 
bill should not be adopted. 


The /nvestigator of Chicago pertinently asks: 
“When will the insurance managers become 
tired enough of that useless and costly humbug 


called state supervision of insurance so that they | 


will put an end to it?’’ Now that the matter is 
called to their attention we have no doubt they 
will do it right away. 


Chicago Dispatches. 

CHICAGO, April 13.—(.Specia/.)—The large 
cities committee of the union met to-day. Those 
present were: Law Bros., Cary, DeCamp, Cof- 
ran, Eustis, Garrigue, B. W. French of the 
Orient, Goodwin, J. H. Adams of the American 
Central. Messrs. Trembor and Magill were ab- 
sent. Garrigue and French succeed P. D. Mc- 
Gregor of the Connecticut and Geo. W. Hayes 
of the British America, resigned. It was de- 
cided to take up each of the “excepted cities’’ 
separately, dealing with each according to its 
merits. Sub-committees will investigate condi- 
tions in each. The general opinion is that flat 
20 per cent. commission will be recommended 
and brokerage be limited. 

The Merchants and Bankers Mutual Fire of 
Des Moines purchases a controlling interest in 
the Des Moines Fire. They will run as separate 
companies. President Warfield of the M. & M. 
gets same position in the Des Moines. Secre- 
tary J. S. Clark remains with the Des Moines. 


Special Agency Change. 


Charles A. Bainter, for some years special 


A calculation, how- | 


agent of the National of Hartford in Ohio, with | 


headquarters at Mt. Vernon, has resigned to 
take the special agency of the Western Under- 
writers’ Association, Incorporated, for the same 
field. 


A parting dinner was given to Mr. and Mrs. 
A. G. Sanderson previous to their leaving for 
their future home in Buffalo, N. Y., by Messrs. 


Daniel, Sage, Huggard, and Brown, at their | 


bachelor apartments on Neil Avenue on Satur- 
day evening. The dinner was followed by sev- 
eral exciting games of Pedro with Sage in the 
lead, as usual, 


SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


THE SINGLE AGENCY QUESTION. 

Chicago managers are now engrossed in the 
question of sole agencies in Kansas City. It is 
a drawn battle between the agents and compa- 
nies. The Kansas City agents agreed to resign 
all companies that maintained more than one 
agent after April 1. When the day arrived 
several companies had arranged their represen- 
tation to suit the demands of the agents. An 
army of special agents arrived in Kansas City 
that day and since then several companies have 
been forced to yield to the agents. Some still 
hold out and it is a question what the outcome 
will be. The ‘‘annex’’ question always enters 
into the issue. Then some companies say they 
will not give up an agency, just to allow an- 
other company to capture its business. Other 
companies declare they will not be dictated to 
by their agents. The companies that have re- 
fused to comply with the sole agency plan are, 
the Phenix of Brooklyn, Phoenix of Hartford, 
Royal, Queen, Northern, Lancashire, Glens Falls, 
German-American, London Assurance, National 
of Hartford, Aetna and Norwich Union. A 
committee came from Kansas City to Chicago to 
confer with managers, but received only cold 
comfort from those not yielding. Some proph- 
esy a retreat on part of the Kansas City agents, 
but it is impossible for any of the 21 agents 
signing the agreement to back down honorably. 
The Kansas City board limits companies to two 
agents each, so the sole agency matter is an 
outside affair. Agents all over the couutry are 
watching the fight at Kansas City to note the 
outcome. If the agents win, it will be made an 
issue in many other cities. The St. Louis 
agents agree to put the sole agency system into 
effect May 1. While most companies are willing 
to comply at Kansas City, they will hesitate to 
do so when it comes to St. Louis. Most com- 
panies have two or three down town agents. 
The agreement met with disfavor here, because 
it discriminates in favor of St. Louis companies, 
allowing them three agents, and again because 
it recognizes ‘‘underwriters associations’, and 
also because it stipulates that outside agents re- 
port through the down town agent. This last 
proposition opens the way for salaried agents 
which many companies deplore. The fight will 
be a vigorous one. 


OVERHEAD WRITING. 

Local agents are also resolving against over- 
head writing. The smaller cities are taking up 
this question and the agents declare they will 
resign companies that practice it. Auditor Cor- 
nell of Nebraska has issued circular letters and 
will put companies on record as to what they 
intend to do regarding the practice. Local 
agents feel much incensed over the action of 
many companies in deliberately taking unfair 
advantage of them. 

SCHEMES IN THE CHICAGO BOARD. 

It seems to be getting quite a well practiced 
scheme in Chicago for the smaller local agen- 
cies, who were deprived of their companies by 
the enforcement of the three agency limit, to 
take offices with larger agencies, ostensibly not 
being members of the firm, but retaining their 
old firm name and membership in the Chicago 
Underwriters Association. There is a motive 
for these moves. The small agency is really 
given an interest in the larger or else a salary is 
paid, but being nominally conducted as a sepa- 
rate institution, it gives the large agency six 
more solicitors. Take for example the agency 
of Darrow & Cummings. A. C. Collins aban- 
doned his old quarters and established a so- 


| called agency in the Darrow office. Mr. Collins 


= 


has the National of Allegheny and the Ben 
Franklin. His brother looks after this business 
while the older Collins is really in Darrow & 
Cummings’ employ. The six solicitors allowed 
A. C. Collins are working for Darrow & Cum- 
mings. Now Harraden & Letterman dissolve 
partnership. C. H. Harraden goes into Dar- 
row’s Office as C. H. Harraden & Co., retains his 
board membership and has six solicitors. He 
really is a member of the firm of Darrow & 
Cummings. Wm. G. Wood & Son closed up 
shop and went in Smith & Rothermel’s office, 
while C. R. Hopkins is in Fred. S. James’ office 
and J. H. Chamberlain in R. A Waller & Co's 
office. 
UNION COMMITTEE CHANGES. 

Judge Eugene Cary, of the German-American, 
who was selected by the governing committee 
of the Union as its chairman, has resigned that 
position and also has retired from the commit- 
tee itself. Judge Cary has always been promi- 
nent in Union councils and has been a con- 
spicuous and powerful factor in the leading 
cominittees. He is now president of the Com- 
mercial Club of this city which necessitates 
much of his time, and he felt compelled to re- 
sign the Union work, but still is a member of 
the large cities committee. W. H. Cunning- 
ham, of the Fire Association, succeeds Judge 
Cary as chairman and Charles D. Dunlop, of the 
Providence-Washington, succeeds him in com- 
mittee membership. Mr. Cunningham is a 
strong man, a thoroughly wide-awake. careful, 
clean underwriter, and a genial gentleman every 
inch of him. Mr. Cunningham undoubtedly is 
one of the most popular underwriters in Amer- 


; ica. Mr. Dunlop is comparatively a young man. 


He had a department for his company with 
headquarters at Denver, and when the field was 


| consolidated he was put in charge and brought 


to Chicago. He has made money for his com- 
pany, and while his business is not extensive, it 
has been carefully selected. His work in the 
governing committee will be a good test of his 
general ability. 
PHENIX QUARTET OF EXAMINERS. 

There is probably no more able quartet of 
daily report examiners in any general office 
than can be found in Manager Harbeck’s de- 
partment of the Phenix. They are Charles R. 
Street, James A. Matthews, H. J. A. Gordon, and 
Jerome Harbeck. Mr. Harbeck has pursued a 
different policy from most managers as to his 
examiners, He gives them free lance over their 
field as to detail and only the more knotty 
problems are sub.nitted to him. These gentle- 
men are well conversant with all the conditions 
in their territory and are vested with much more 
power and responsibility than is given to men 
holding similar positions in other offices. Mr. 
Street has entire charge of the office force and is 
really Mr. Harbeck’s assistant although he does 
not possess the title. He enjoys a wide ac- 


| quaintance with insurance men and is as well 


| any man in the business. 


informed as to events and general conditions as 
Mr. Matthews is re- 


| garded as an able man, and Mr. Harbeck relies 


on his judgment. Jerome Harbeck is a brother 
of the general: agent. Harry Gordon was for- 
merly with the Lancashire. He has his field 
under good control and has information regard- 
ing any part of it at his fingers’ ends. Some of 
Mr. Gordon’s theories, while not in practice, 
are excellent ones. 
OREAR'S ANNEX HEARING. 

Since Superintendent Orear of Missouri gave 
out his ruling on “annexes’’ some inside infor- 
mation of an amusing nature leaked out. ‘The 


Kansas City agents in their single agency fight 
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were anxious to know about what Mr. Orear in- 
tended to do. When one of their number ad- 
dressed him, he replied, giving a copy of his 
ruling which he said would be given to the 
public the latter part of February. He then 
concluded the ‘‘annex’’ people should be given 
a hearing and named the day before the union 
meeting at St. Louis for such. He wrote again 
to Kansas City, stating he would withdraw that 
decision, after having decided to give a hearing 
on the question, and would render another de- 
cision in March. The second ruling does not 
differ so much as a comma, a dotting of an ‘‘i’’ 
or a crossing of a ‘“‘t’’ from the one originally 
sent to Kansas City. 
THE L. & L. & G. CASE. 

Members of the Chicago Underwriters’ Asso- 
ciation are convinced that it is strong enough to 
discipline its most influential members, as was 
evidenced by the investigating committee fining 
Wm. S. Warren of the Liverpool & London & 
Globe $250 for paying excess commissions to a 
broker, C. C. Schumacker. Mr. Warren pleaded 
guilty to the charges, but in his statement to 
the committee said that from Jan. 1, 1897, to 
Dec. 1, 1897, Schumacker had placed $16,0 0 
and a little over in premiums with local offices, 
of which the Liverpool & London & Globe re- 
ceived about $100 of the amount. From Dec. 1 
to April 1 Schumacker placed with local offices 
somewhere near $400 in premiums, of which the 


same company received $17.45. Mr. Warren 
naturally asked where the rest went. Schu- 


macker filed an affidavit that he had received 25 
per cent on the business placed with the Liver- 
pool & London & Globe, and before the case 
came to trial he wanted to withdraw it. Napier 
& Dalmar preferred the charges, because they 
believed that Fred E. R. Jones, of Mr. Warren’s 
local office, had caused their conviction by the 
investigating committee some days ago. When 
charges are preferred they must be signed by 
three members. Napier & Dalmar wanted to 
withdraw the charges when it came to the crisis, 
but E. M. Teall, president of the board, and 
one of the members signing the charges, re- 
fused to yield. 

THE HARTFORD AND MORMON BUSINESS. 

It is quite well known that the Hartford rein- 
sures quite a great deal of the business of the 
Home Fire of Salt Lake City. On its regular 
business the Hartford can only receive 15 per 
cent in Salt Lake. Hence, its business there 
amounts to about $1,100. On its reinsurance 
business with the Home it gets about 27 per 
cent, hence its reinsurance in Salt Lake is about 
$11,000. As is known members of the Mormon 
church have to pay a certain amount to their 
church. Several of the farmers are poor, so 
they bring in produce and stock for tithes. Cer- 
tificates are issued on these which circulate in 
Salt Lake as money worth about 60 cents on the 
dollar, but are guaranteed by the church and 
are received at their face value for tithes. The 
Home Fire will often take a large block of in- 
surance and get the premium paid in tithing 
certificates. It will then sell these to persons 
in its employ at their face value and they are 
presented to the church in payment of spiritual 
obligations. It is a neat scheme, but it virtually 
is a species of rate cutting. 

++ ++ 
SPRINKLER EQUIPMENT IN CHICAGO. 

The Chicago fire department evidently is 
soured on automatic sprinklers and will make 
no use of sprinkler connections or apparatus. 
The local board makes an allowance in rate 
where there is a standpipe, and where there are 
any connections where a hose can be attached 
in case of fire. As the department refuses to 

















use them, the board will probably not allow the | 


rebate. At the recent fire in the Heywood 
Bros. rattan works, the water in the tanks was 
exhausted and the factory pumps attached to 
city mains and forced water through the 
sprinkler system. The fire department ordered 
this cut off and refused to make steamer con- 
nections. The fire gained much headway on 
account of it. Several instances are cited where 
the department has refused to use sprinkler 
connections, where it could have done so ad- 
vantageously. 


ROTTENNESS OF AN AGENT. 


L. H. Phieeger, of Piedmont, West Virginia, 
Found to Have Been Cutting Up 
All Kinds of Capers. 

A number of special agents have returned 
from Piedmont, W. Va., where they unearthed 
one of the most bare-faced and extensive frauds 
ever attempted or perpetrated by a local agent. 
As a result, L. H. Phleeger, the leading agent 
of Piedmont, is a fugitive from justice, and his 
bail of $1,500 will undoubtedly be forfeited 
when the time comes on April 26th. 


Phleeger appears to have been guilty of all | 


the sins on the calendar possible to a local 
agent. He represented the Royal, Lancashire, 
German American, Continental, A{tna, Hart- 
ford, Hamburg Bremen, United States, Pea- 
body, Standard of Wheeling, and others. He 
has for years had the leading agency of the 
town. 

His plan was to issue policies for three differ- 
ent jake companies, the Aitna Fire and Marine 
of New Haven, Conn., the Atna Fire and Ma- 
rine of Hartford, Conn., and the Lancashire 
Fire and Marine of England. There were three 
different sets of Lancashire policies. One had 
printed the name of C. B. Gillette, as United 
States manager. This in imitation of C. B. 
Gilbert, manager at Chigago. The other two 
had B. M. Johnston and B. M. Johnson men- 
tioned as managers. The headquarters for the 
United States were stated to be at 35 Pine 
street, New York. Then there was the Aitna 
Fire and Marine of New Haven and of Hartford. 
The work on the policies is very poor, and 
shows evidence of being done by a bungling 
printer. The plan is followed of imitating as 
much as possible the style of the policies they 
were intended to represent. On the outside is 
printed ‘Standard Fire Insurance Policy,’’ but 
it does not say what standard. Asa matter of 
fact there are many obscure conditions and ir- 
relevant clauses, which, of course, the assured 
never reads. It is believed_that Phleeger may 
have procured the forms from New York under- 
ground brokers, but as he destroyed his records 
before skipping out, this cannot very well be 
determined. All the time he was issuing these 
fake policies he was representing the legitimate 
companies of nearly the same names and doing 
a fair business. Although it is known he has 
been issuing fake policies since 1893-4, there 
has never been a loss under one of them. 
Phleeger was arrested not by the companies, 
but by one of the people on whom he palmed 
off the fake contract, and who discovered the 
fraud. As soon as the arrest was made, the 
specials went to Piedmont and began an investi- 
gation and overhauling of their own business. 
Another startling state of affairs was disclosed. 
Phleeger had issued many policies at one rate 
and charged the assured a much higher one, 
pocketing the difference. As there is no tariff 
for Piedmont, this was easy. The companies, 


of course, are liable for his misdoings in this | 


direction. In case of cancellation and return 
of premiums they, of course, will have to pay 


| at the rate of premium charged the assured. 


| Specimens of the fake policies are being handed | 


around as curios. 


ASSESSMENT BILL PASSES SENATE. 





Bill For “Stipulated Premium” Companies 
Will Probably Go Through. 

The stipulated premium bill came up in the 
Senate this morning and was passed. It 
has occupied a great deal of the time to-day 
(Wednesday). A hard fight was made for and 
against the bill. Those speaking for the bill 
were Senators Harper, Sullivan, Robertson, Leet, 
and Garfield. The opposition to the bill was led 
by Senator Wolcatt, of Cleveland, who exhibited 
a great deal of bitterness against assessment com- 
panies. Senators Plummer, May, Decker, and 
Williams spoke against the bill. Plummer 
offered an amendment requiring all companics 
doing business under the proposed act to print 
upon the face of their policies in red ink the 
words ‘“‘assessment policy’’. This amendment 
was fought by Senators Sullivan, Robertson, and 
Garfield. Senator Wolcott moved that the bill 
should be postponed for one week. 

Some amendments of minor importance were 
adopted. Senator Long moved the previous 
question and the bill coming to a vote was 
passed, receiving twenty votes. 

The bill provides that at least 200 members 
shall be first secured for an aggregate of $500,- 
000. Within one year from the incorporation 
$5,000 shall be deposited with the insurance 
superintendent. Each year thereafter the asso- 
ciation shall deposit $2,000 on each million in 
force at the end of the year, until $10 ',000 shall 
be so deposited. The deposits are to be held in 
trust for the policy-holders. Existing corpora- 
tions may incorporate under this act, but exist- 
ing contracts shall not be changed. Each com- 
pany shall charge a net premium of at least the 
annual legal reserve term rate at age of entry, 
and to this shall be added a loading of at least 
25 per cent. A reserve fund of not less than the 
unearned premium, according to the term of 
premium payment, on the legal basis shall be 
maintained, and if the reserve ever falls below 
this line an assessment shall be levied. If the 
assessment be not paid by a member, his insur- 
ance is scaled down accordingly. Limited pay- 
ment policies are allowed if the full legal reserve 
is maintained. Cash values may also be paid 
and guaranteed. Acccumulations in excess of 
the required reserve may be distributed in divi- 
dends, in reduction of future premiums, pur- 
chase of paid-up or extended insurance, or may 
be drawn in cash. Other state associations may 
be admitted under this act when they shall have 
satisfied the superintendent that they have com- 
plied with its provisions. 

Section 13 says: Personal Liability. No per- 
son shall incur any personal liability for the 
losses or liabilities of any corporation, company 
or association organized or doing business un- 
der this act by reason of being a policy-holder 
in such corporation. 

The Senate adopted a resolution this after- 
noon to adjourn sive die on the 26th of April. 


C. E. Babbitt, who had the ‘‘fracas’’ in the 
courts with the New England Mutual Accident, 
because that company wanted to prevent his 
going with another company, has won his case 
and engaged with the Travelers’ in Cincinnati. 


Local conditions in Muskegon with reference 
to the club are good, though all the agents are 
feeling and regretting the reduction in rates. 
Only one agent is not a member of the club, 
Edward D. Haines, representing the Associated 
Underwriters and Glens Falls. General business 
seems to be picking up along the lake, and a 
good spring revival is anticipated. If it were 


not for rate reductions and reduced commis- 
sions, Muskegon agents would be happy. 








_IN OHIO FIRE GIRGLES. 


THE VALENTINE TRUST BILL. 
There is now a difference of opinion as to 
whether the new Valentine-Stewart anti-trust 





law will be applicable to insurance companies 
and boards. It is understood that Superintend- 
ent Matthews has given his opinion that it will 
prevent the operation of local boards to control 
rates. This is also the opinion of the attorney 
general. Conversation with some Columbus 
attorneys, however, brings forth the opinion 
from them that the law can not be held to apply 
to insurance companies. The title of the law is 
‘To define trusts and to provide for criminal 
penalties and civil damages and punishment of 
corporations, persons, firms and associations, or 
persons connected with them, and to promote 
free competition in commerce and all classes of 
business in the state.’’ The law sets forth the 
following: 

‘*That a trust is a combination of capital, skill, 
or acts by two or more persons, firms, partner- 
ships, corporations or associations of persons, or 
of any two or more of them for either any or all 
of the following purposes: 

To create or carry out restrictions in trade 
or commerce. 

‘2. To limit or reduce the production, or in- 
crease, or reduce the price of merchandise or 
any commodity. 

“3. To prevent competition in manufacturing, 
making, transportation, sale or purchase of mer- 
chandise, produce or any commodity. 

To fix at any standard or figure, whereby 
its price to the public or consumer shall be in 


any manner controlled or established, any arti- | 


cle or commodity of merchandise, produce or 
commerce intended for sale, barter, use, or con- 
“- in this state. 

. To make or enter into or execute or carry 
out any contracts, obligations or agreements of 
any kind or description, by w hich they shall 
bind or have bound themselves not to sell, dis- 


pose of or transport any article or any commod- | 


ity or any article of trade, use, merchandise; 
commerce or consumption below a common 
standard figure or fixed value, or by which they 
shall agree in any manner to keep the price of 
such article, commodity or transportation at a 
fixed or graduated figure, or by which they shall 
in any manner establish or settle the price of 
any article, commodity or transportation be- 
tween them, or themselves and others, so as to 
directly or indirectly preclude a free and unre- 
stricted competition among themselves, or any 
purchasers and consumers in the sale or trans- 
portation of any such article or commodity, or 
by which they shall agree to pool, combine, or 
directly or indirectly unite any interests that 
they may have connected with the sale or trans- 
portation of any such article or commodity, that 
its price might in any manner be affected. 

‘*Every such trust as defined herein is hereby 
declared to be unlawful, against public policy 
and void.’’ 

In a conversation had with Mr Stewart, one 
of the authors of the bill, he stated that as far 
as he was concerned it was not the intention to 


“have the bill made applicable to insurance 


companies. 
THE SHAFER BILL. 
The attorney general, 
and for his opinion, 


when asked about it 
smiled and said that he 
supposed it applied to insurance companies, and 
that if it did not there was another bill that he 
was sure would. 
troduced by Senator Shafer, and is Senate Bill 
No. 491. It amends the O’Neil law, or, more 
properly speaking, section 3659 of t!.e Revised 
Statutes, so asto read as follows; 

2659. 


Sec. If any such company, partnership 


or association doing business within this state | 


make an application to remove any suit or ac- 
tion wherein such company has been sued by a 





The bill referred to was in- | 
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citizen of this state, now siting, or hereafter 
commenced in any court of this state, to any 

federal court; or shall enter into any 
compact or combination with other insurance 
companies, or shall require ov permit its agents 
to enter into any compact or combination with 
other insurance agents or companies, for the 
purpose of governing or controlling the rates 
charged for fire insurance on any property with- 
in this state, * the superintendent of 
insurance shall forthwith revoke and recall the 
license or authority to it to do or transact bus- 
iness within this state, and no renewal of au- 
thority shall be granted to it for three years after 
such revocation; and it shall thereafter be pro- 
hibited from transacting any bvsiness in this 
state until again duly licensed and authorized. 

The stars, of course, denote omissions, and 
the part italicized is new, the two words ‘‘or 
permit’ being intended to play a very impor- 
tant part in the breaking up of local boards. 
The above bill has omitted that part of the 
present law permitting companies to ‘“‘employ a 
common agent or agents to supervise and advise 
of defective structures, suggest improvements to 
lessen the fire hazard, and to advise as to the 
relative value of risks.’’ By the way, it has 
been rumored that the last clause above men- 
tioned, ‘‘and to advise as to the relative value of 
risks,’’ has proved to be somewhat of a 
stumbling block for the attorney general in his 
suits against the board companies, there being 
a good deal of doubt as to whether this meant 
the insurance value as to rates, or the actual 
value of risks. 

ANNEXES IN OHIO. 

It is stated that the Ohio insurance depart- 
ment is about ready to fall in line and have an 
‘‘annex hearing’’ preparatory to ruling ‘‘under- 
writers’? from the state. Letters of inquiry 
from agents as to the status of these institutions 
are answered in a not too friendly vein. 

+ ++ 
LANCASHIRE’S NEW SPECIAL. 

The Lancashire has appointed Mr. H. M. 
Gibbs to succeed A. G. Sanderson as Ohio and 
West Virginia special agent of the Lancashire. 
Mr. Sanderson leaves Friday for Buffalo, N. Y. 
from where he will act as special agent of the 
Continental. Mr. Gibbs was formerly special 
agent of the Lancashire for Illinois. He will 
probably make his headquarters at Columbus. 

+ ++ 
THE PIEDMONT, W. VA., CASE. 

New developments in the Piedmont, West 
Virginia case only confirm the article in another 
column. The policy in imitation of the Aetna 
of Hartford, called the “Aetna Fire & Marine 
Insurance Company of New Haven’’ has print- 
ed on the outside ‘‘George A. Bayliss & Co., 
General Managers, New York City.’’ ‘‘I. Mosen- 
thal’’ is signed with a rubber stamp as president, 
and S. V. Taylor, Jr., printed as_ secretary. 
The com pany’s capital is given at $500,900, and 
is stated to have been organized in 1866. As 
soon as an inkling of the facts came, the Aetna 
special agent went to Piedmont and induced 
one of Phleeger’s victims to have him arrested. 
Phleeger, as soon as he got out on bail, mort- 
gaged his property to his bondsmen, and it is 
safe to say has skipped out for good. Tom. F. 
Kenny succeeds to the agencies of several of 
the companies. 

THE SHAFER BILL. 

The bill introduced in the Senate by Shep- 
pard of Montgomery County, requiring the 
superintendent of insurance to cancel the 
licenses of companies which a//ow their agents 
to belong to local boards, shows the heights of 
absurdity which legislators may reach in their 
desire to harass corporations. It does not seem 
to matter to them that the fundamental prin- 





ciples of liberty and even of the United States 
constitution, are violated, so long as they can 
satisfy their adherents in the demand for cor- 
poration blood. How can the law force a com- 
pany to be responsible for the personal acts of 
say five thousand individual agents? for each 
large company has about that number. The 
law can tell their agents what they shall not do, 
within reasonable bounds, or it can do the same 
with the companies, but it is certainly nonsense 
to say that companies shall be held responsible 
for the individual acts of its agents. There isas 
much reason in a company saying whether its 
agent shall be a married or a single man, 
whether he may belong to a club or be made to 
stay at home nights, whether he shall live in 
his own house or pay rent. Of course the bill 
will not pass, but it is indicative of the tendency 
of the times. 


COLUMBUS BOARD'S SUIT. 

The Columbus Fire Underwriters Association 
has filed its answer in the suit brought by At- 
torney General Monnett to make it disband, on 
the ground that it is not incorporated and be- 
sides, that it isa syndicate doing business con- 
trary to the laws of the state. The association 
very neatly turns the tables on the attorney 
general, by appealing that it is not a corporation 
under the laws and that it cannot therefore be 
sued. The president and secretary appeared in 
court and declared that the association has no- 
body that can be sued on its account. Monnett 
should have brought suit against the agents in- 
dividually, and had no right to sue them asa 
body. The case will probably be thrown out of 
court. The agents’ attorney is M. R. Patterson, 
the well-known Columbus attorney, who, it will 
be remembered, defended the superintendent of 
insurance against the mandamus proceedings 
brought by the Lloyds to compel him to issue 
them licenses. 


THE KILBOURN-JACOBS RISK. 

Squire, it is said, has captured the Kilbourn - 
Jacobs Manufacturing Company plant at Colum- 
bus, and also one-half the line of the Columbus 
Watch Company. The Kilbourn-Jacobs plant, 
it will be remembered, is the one which oc- 
casioned the fight between the agencies of 
Henry O'Kane and Charles E. Bedwell a year 
or two ago. At the time Mr. O’Kane formed 
his agency company, of which leading business- 
men were to be the stockholders, and thus par- 
ticipate in the profits, making in effect a rebate 
on their insurance, it is said the Kilbourn-Jacobs 
company agreed to enter the arrangement, 
placing all its insurance with the O'Kane 
agency. On hearing this Mr. Bedwell wrote the 
business at a heavy cut in order to meet what 
was claimed to be the unfair competition of the 
O’Kane agency. It is understood the Agency 
Company plan was finally discontinued, and 
siuce then Mr. Bedwell has renewed his busi- 
ness, as have probably the other agents inter- 


ested. Now, however, the line goes to Squire. 
LOSS AT PLEASANT RIDGE. 
A fire which occurred at Pleasant Ridge, 


Hamilton County, within the past two weeks, 
has some strange sides to it. 

Fred. Lameire, a builder and contractor, in- 
sured a dwelling house which he was building 
for a Mr. Wright, in the Royal. An endorse- 
ment was later made on the policy, that Drake 
& Davis were to be protected for materials used 
in construction, This without the consent or 
indorsement on the policy of Lameire’s ap- 
proval, Another policy was taken out by Mr. 
Wright, although it is understood he had made 
no payments on the property, nor had he ac- 


cepted or taken it off the hands of Lameire. It 
is understood the Wright policy has been paid, 
although it is doubtful if Wright had an insurable 
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! 
interest in the property. Lameire made no 
claim for loss and was not heard from or seen | 
by the adjuster, but Drake & Davis have now | 
made claim for material furnished and unpaid | 
for through their attorneys. 

The strangest part of the affair is that the 
dwelling was unoccupied, and Lameire, who by 
the way has already had two or three fires, was 
there the day before the fire and removed some 
tools and a dog (which were not insured) from 
one of the buildings. 

The fire destroyed five dwellings and the 
companies interested were the Royal, Norwich 
Union and Western Underwriters. The com- 
panies are looking on the loss with some suspi- 
cion in view of these points and there will no 
doubt be some important developments before 
all of them settle. 

It is said Mr. Lameire has a playful habit of 
building houses without any money, and in 
times past the insurance companies have been 
known to purchase them at fire sales. 

a +s 
AMERICAN STRAWBOARD LINE. 

The American Strawboard line has gone to 
the local agents in each town. There are 11 
good-sized plants in Ohio, scattered through the 
state. The Strawboard Company has discarded 
the Lloyds, mutuals, and undergrounders, it is 
said, forever. George M. Harvey & Company, 
of Chicago, captured the plum at the full rate, 
and are placing the business with local agents 
at five per cent commission, for signing the 
policies. 


HUMPHREY LINE AT MANSFIELD. 

There is some kicking on the recent placing 
of the Humphrey Manufacturing Company of 
Mansfield, a short time ago by Le Roy Parsons, 
with Squire, Hahn & App. The regular rate is 
95 cents, but Mr. Parsons wrote it at 75 cents, 
and after giving his own companies all they 
wanted, brokered the rest with the Squire agency 
in Cleveland. Squire, in turn, brokered with 
Fred. P. Thomas & Co. This was last Novem- 
ber, while Squire was out of the Cleveland 
board, and tariff rates were in effect at Mans- 
field. The Parsons agency placed the following 
in its own companies: Manchester $4,300; | 
Rockford $5,000; Girard $2,500; Imperial 
$5,000; Western $2,500; N. B. & M. $5,000; 
Continental $5,000; Westchester $5,000; Ger- 
man of Freeport $2,500. The rest was taken to | 
Squire and he wrote in his own companies as 
follows: Lincoln Fire of New York (just failed ) 
two policies of $5,000 each; Chicago $5,000; 
Merchants and Manufacturers $5,000; New York 
$5000; Millers and Manufacturers Mutual $5,000; 
Schuylkill $2,500; Colonial $12,500. Thomas 
& Co. wrote as follows for Squire: National | 
Standand $15,000; Boston Marine $5,000; Grand 
Rapids $5,000. Considerable feeling. has been 
engendered over this case. 

++ ++ 
THE OHIO VALUED POLICY LAW. 

The valued policy law of Ohio states that a 
company shall pay the face of its policy, with- | 
out regard to value of building or structure in- 
sured, if the property be totally destroyed; only 
in case of a partial loss shall an appraisal be 
allowed, and a total loss shall be so considered | 
without reference to whether the foundations 
remain or be only partially destroyed. Section 
3691 on this point reads: ‘The cellar and foun- 
dation walls shall not be included or considered 
a part of the building or structure in settling 
lossess, anything in the application or policy, 
to the contrary notwithstanding.”’ 


+ ++ 

This section was passed as a supplement to 
the regular valued policy law, and was evidently 
intended to prevent the companies from taking 





refuge in the point that a structure is not 


‘totally destroyed’’ unless the cellar and foun- 
dations are also burned. It is of course very 
seldom that brick foundations and cellar are 
‘totally destroyed.’’ When the law says that 
the cellar and foundation walls shall not be in- 
cluded or considered a part of the building or 
structure, in settling losses, it expressly pro- 
hibits the insurance of them in the same policy 
covering the building. 

The present popular dwelling house form 
reads ‘‘on his two story dwelling house, includ- 
ing foundations, cellar, etc.,’’ If this law ex- 


pressly stipulates that cellar and foundations | 


shall not be included in settling losses, the com- 
panies have no right to pay for them. It has 
been decided time and again that a law is 
superior to contract and a contract can only be 
made in compliance with the law. Companies, 
in paying for cellar and foundations in ac- 
cordance with their policies but in violation of 
law, make the whole settlement invalid. It 
would seem the law-makers rather ‘‘corked”’ 
themselves and the people when they attempted 
to make the valued policy law air-tight. There 
is no reason why the companies should not take 
advantage of this law, as the law takes advan- 
tage of them in making them pay in excess of 
the value of the property if the insurance is in 
excess of such value. 

It would seem that the only way for the as- 
sured to get around this provision is to insist on 
placing a separate amount on cellar and foun- 
dations and not include it in the general amount 
on the structure. 

WILLIAM M. HAHN'S "CABLE." 

And still the OHIO UNDERWRITER’S charges 
against Wm. M. Hahn remain uninvestigated. 
The arch-schemer has evidently been successful 
in coercing Senator J. W. Harper, the Cincin- 
nati insurance man, to desist in his plan of in- 
troducing a bill for the recovery of the money 
which has been wrongfully diverted from the 
state treasury. This instance is only too con- 
demning evidence of the rottenness that exists 
in the legislature. There is not the slightest 
doubt about the facts. Hahn took money which 
did not belong to him, and for which he had no 
authority from its owner, the state, tospend, and 
yet he pays over three thousand dollars to one of 
his friends for services worth a couple or three 
hundred dollars at the outside. If the circum- 
stances were the same with a private individual 
as the owner of the money, Hahn would prob- 
ably be laboring under a criminal charge. And 
because aman has a political pull in Ohio, Ohio 
refuses to take any action to protect her citizens 
and herself against his misdoings. A pullisa 
great thing. 


LINCOLN FIRE FAILURE. 

Squire, Hahn & App are quoted as saying 
that they are $1,000 to the good on the Lincoln 
Fire reinsurance. It is stated there was a large 
balance due the company at the time of the 
failure, and the firm took this money and rein- 
sured the business in the Manhattan, that com- 
pany taking it on a basis of nine months pre- 
mium. The agency was allowed a good com- 
mission on the reinsurance, and with the money 
saved on the balance, the amount saved, as 
stated, amounted to about $1,000, according to 
Mr. Squire. 


GENERAL EVANS’ NEXT SALLY. 

It is rumored that Mr. Evans, of the Conti- 
nental, still has his fighting clothes on, and in 
writing to a prominent general agent in the 
West recently, stated that the foreign compa- 
nies have only won the first round in the defeat 
of the Sullivan bill, taxing foreign companies 5 
per cent; that he would continue the fight until 
he has awakened the American companies to a 





realization that he is doing the proper thing for 
his own and their best interests. 

It is understood that his next step will proba- 
bly be in New York state, where a bill will be 
introduced restricting foreign companies to 
writing a maximum line of 10 per cent of their 
deposit in the state, and then have the law of 
New York copied by other states until the en- 
tire country is covered; which of course, would 
require each foreign company to make a deposit 
in each state of at least $100, 00 to write a max- 
imum line of $10,000, A foreign company de- 
siring to do business in 30 states would require 
deposits of $3,000,000 if it desired to write a 
maximum line of $10,00). This, it is claimed, 
would also solve the reinsurance question now 
so strongly agitated, and for which the foreign 
companies are blamed by Mr. Evans. The de- 
posit would not be permitted by the various 
commissioners as an asset in the statement of 
the companies. This would practically mean 
the exclusion of mostif not all the foreign com- 
panies from nearly every state, as a large ma- 
jority of them could not stand it and it is doubt- 
ful if those who could, would. This would not 
affect the large American companies from doing 
a reinsurance business, but the law would be 
aimed at the foreign companies exclusively, so 
that would make no difference to the father of 
the law. 


WHO KILLED COCK ROBIN? 

The /nsurance Herald states that ‘‘a great 
deal of credit for the defeat of the discriminat- 
ing tax bill introduced in the Ohio senate by 
Senator Sullivan must be given to Mr. John 
Law, of the energetic Law Brothers. He worked 
hard to defeat the measure, and whenever one 
of these gentlemen works for or against any- 
thing it generally comes his way, as the business 
of the Royal, for example, would indicate.” 
All very true, except thatif the /usurance Her 
ald had been in Ohio at the time the work was 
going on, it would have said it was George Wal- 
lace Law instead of John H. Law that did most 
of the “heavy lifting’’ on behalf of the Royal. 
So far as we know John H. Law had very little 
to do with the tax bill in an active way. 

NON-UNION UNION COMPANIES. 

George W. Pohlman, as president of the 
National of Cincinnati, has withdrawn from the 
Western union. The Reading and State of Illi- 
other companies that recently 
The National was the only Ohio 
company that heeded the entreaty of the 
steering committee at the Saratoga meeting, 
and it has apparently got tired of the proposi- 
tion. It is understood that the National did not 
cut commissions on Jan. Ist, as it proposed at 
that time to withdraw. There are a number of 
other companies that are undoubtedly preparing 
to withdraw. It is understood that one of the 
companies that did withdraw did so largely on 
the advice of two large companies which en- 
tered the union at the same time. When asked 
why they did not withdraw, their secretaries are 
reported to have said that they could not afford 
to, as they had too much at stake; but that the 
only thing for a small company to do was to 
stay outside. A large company could not afford 
to change back to its old commissions after it 
had once inaugurated a change, and thus show 
it had made a _ mistake. Consequently 
it was compelled to get along as_ best 
it could. A _ certain well-known company 
is said to be losing $10,000 premiums a 
month, and rapidly getting to the ‘‘resigna- 
tion’’ point. The new element of the union 
cannot see that one of the promises made it at 
Saratoga are being carried out, and the ‘‘do- 
nothing policy at St. Louis only heightens the 
suspicion that the old 15 per cent. companies 


nois are two 
resigned. 
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are administering knock-out drops. 
ment the new members get onto this fact they 
can be depended on to take action. 


OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 





Complete Record of New Agencies Placed 
During the Past Two Weeks. 


American—John E. Johns, Massillon. 

#tna—Henry J. Donnelly, Fletcher; W. C. 
Nagle, Roundhead. 

Buffalo Com’l—J. M. Sycks, Delaware; Edwin 
Wagner, Akron. 

British America—W. C. Lawrence & Co., Van 
Wert; C. R. Jones & Co., Cleveland. 


The mo- | 


Delaware—Chas. C. Chappelear, New Lex- | 


ington. 

Erie—Louis Liebman, Youngstown; Chas. S. 
Cock, Canton. 

Fire Ass’n—W. E. Ramsey, Delta; Wilton & 
Overton, Osborn; F. W. Wood, Fayette. 
nati. 

German American—E. E. Lynch, Big Spring; 


Firemen’s, Md.—Adam Gray & Co., Cincin- 


Maurice Welch, Centerburg; J. C. McKerchey, | 


Jackson Centre; C. E. Chaddock, Magnolia; R. 
Chamberlin, Republic; D. F. Beitler, Alvada; 
H. J. Jameson, Apple Creek; David Murphy, 
Freeland; E. P. Keeler (from Lee & Parsons), 
Painesville. 

Germania—Bessie Miller, Circleville. 


Greenwich—Bessie Miller, Circleville; Dan’l 


V. Wachtel, West Alexandria; Farr & Shannon, 
Eaton; Chas. H. Stuber, Fairport; E. E. Staf- 
ford & Co., Urbana. 
German, I1l.—Arnold, Price & Speice (from 
Yager & Jackson), Paulding. 
Imperial—F. M. Anderson, Crestline. 
International—Krieger & Tabler, Hamilton. 
London & Lancashire—A. W. Scott, E. Liv- 


erpool. 
London— Merrill & Jackson, Toledo. 
Milwaukee—Lauterbach & Eilber, Columbus. | 


Merchants—Chas. H. Stuber, Fairport. 


Manchester—F. H. Vorjohan, Reading; A. W. | 


Fullerton, Wooster. 

Manhattan—Thos. G. Pierson, Mansfield. 

N. B. & Mercantile— Maurice Welsh, Center- 
burg. 

Orient—Maurice Welsh, Centerburg; Wm. A. 
Gipson, Upper Sandusky. 

Pennsylvania—Heiser & Overton, Osborn; O. 
F. Gooding, Shelby. 

Pheenix, Conn.—E. C. Harris, Jefferson. 

Palatine—Kaplan & Abraham, Cincinnati; F. 
D. Prentis, Napoleon. 

Phoenix, Eng.—-F. D. Prentis, Napoleon. 

Reliance—Hare & Kear, Upper Sandusky; 
Phalen, Russell & Co., Cleveland; J. W. Free, 
New Lexington. 

Rockford—J. C. Madden, Continental; Ma- 
berry & McCracken, Youngstown; Wm. Howard, 
Chardon; Smith & Copp, Geneva; J. G. Mc- 
Guire, Loudonville; F. P. Thomas & Co. Cleve- 
land; Wm. Bradfute, Washington C.H.; C. C 
Baumhart, Vermillion; J. A. Clark, Wadsworth; 
D. N. Carpenter, Chicago; F. C. Moore, Ashta- 
bula; J. W. Williams, Weston; M. G. McCoslin, 


Kent; E. E. Rodgers, Hudson; L. E. Long, 
Leshler. 
St. Paul—Cochran & Plumer, Marietta. 


Scottish Union—J. D. Starn, Bryan; J. W. 
Daykin, Wadsworth; David Blamer, Johnstown; 
G. S. Crow, Loudonville. 

Traders N. Y.—The Squire, Hahn & App Co. 
Cleveland. 

Traders, [11.—G. C. Hahn, New Washington; 
J. McKinnie, DeGraff; W. K. Fracker, Berea; 
C. E. Booth; Ashtabula; A. V. High, New 
Washington. 

Union, Eng.—F. W. Arnold, Massillon. 

Westchester—G. W. Foreman & Bro., Bucy- 
rus; Guesheimer & Schilder, Chilicothe; J. B. 
Clingerman, Springfield. 

Western, Ont.—Nicholas F. Kelling, Elyria. 

Wisconsin—Lewis F, Runck, Cincinnati. 


A. F. Durant, of Columbus, representing the 
American of Philadelphia, Glens Falls and 
Northwestern Underwriters, has sold his agency 
to John Field and accepted a position ina bank. 


' 





FIRE NOTES. 


The London Assurance has placed an agency 
with Merrill & Jackson, of Toledo. 


The Specialty Glass Company loss at East | 


Liverpool has been settled for $19,(40. 
The agency of Simms & Scott at East Liver- 
pool has been changed to A. W. Scott & Co. 


Mr. Diehl, of the firm of Johnson, Ellett & | 


Diehl, at Alliance, O., is the proud possessor of 
an 11% pound girl. 


Superintendent Matthews is quoted as saying 


the Williams bill codifying the insurance laws | 


has no chance of passing. 


D. S. Creamer, the well-known Bellaire and | 


St. Clairsville agent, lost his little girl last week. 
Pneumonia was the cause of her death. 

It is understood that the Ohio policy-holders 
of the recently failed Lincoln Fire would be re- 
insured by Squire, Hahn & App in the Man- 
hattan. 

The Canton firm of Lehman & Cock has dis- 
solved, and M. Chas. S. Cock will continue the 
fire business, while J. H. Lehman will continue 
his life business. 

The Senate has passed a bill allowing Far- 
mers Mutuals to insure school houses, church 
property, and grange halls, in addition to farm 
buildings. It has still to pass the House. 

The Magdeburg has appointed Mary L. Noble 
at Tiffin, J. H. Hatch & Son at Piqua, J. M. 
Pearce at Kenton, George Ewing at Lancaster, 





and Wallace Landis at Lima, the latter changed | 


from I. E. Avery. 


The Caledonian-American of New York will 
enter Ohio this week. K. F. Bendorf & Com- 
pany, of Cincinnati, and Thos. H. Geer & Com- 
pany, of Cleveland, will have single agencies in 
each city. 


Bernard T. Duffy has been appointed special 


agent of the Rockford with headquarters at | 


1332 Euclid avenue, Cleveland. Mr. Duffy will 
devote his time mostly to the city of Cleveland, 
but will also operate in the state. 

There is some objection to the method of ad- 
vertising employed by the Todhunter agency at 


Middletown. Todhunter says: ‘“‘If you are soon | 


to need insurance on your property see the 
uudersigned before you place it. I can do you 
good and save you money.” 


A. E. Jacobs, the leading fire insurance agent 
of Wellston, having been lately elected prose- 
cuting attorney for Jackson county, has formed 
a partnership with W. B. Cherington under the 
firm name of Jacobs & Cherington. The junior 
member will devote his entire time to the 
business. 


One of the Ohio field boys, while inspecting 
the pottery at East Liverpool, stepped into a 


pile of waste which he supposed was a pile of | 


cinders. 


He soon found his mistake; his shoes | 


had a coating of whitewash to their tops. Need- | 


less to say he received the merry ‘‘ha-ha’’ on 
his new pedal costume. 


The Howard Fire Insurance Company, of Bal- | 


timore, Md., has made application for admission | 


to Ohio, and will be admitted. The company | 


has assets of $318,938.19, surplus, $51,710.39. 
The following list of agents accompanied the 
application: 


Shedd & Pembroke, Columbus; | 


Karl Kleve & Co., Cincinnati; Kirschner, Wide- | 


man & Co., Toledo. 


G. W. Nance, a lifelong resident of Lawrence 
county, and at present a member of the board 
of school examiners for that county, engages 
permanently in fire insurance after May Ist, 
when his school term expires. Mr. Nance com- 
mences with the Imperial, and his standing and 
acquaintance in the community makes his pros- 
pects for a good business very flattering. 











THE LAST OF THE ANNEXES.” 

There are now no underwriting combinations 
in Michigan. The Associated Underwriters, 
composed of the Rockford and Security, and 
the New England Underwriters, composed of 
the Capital of Concord, have withdrawn en- 
tirely from the state. The English American 
Underwriters’ business will hereafter be con- 
ducted in the name of the Norwalk, the Lon- 
don & Lancashire’s American tender. The 
Rhode Island Underwriters’ agents have all 
taken the supplies of the Equitable, whose pol- 
icies in Michigan will be guaranteed by the 
assets of both companies, in accordance with a 
contract between the two companies. Agents 
have been offered, and in many cases have ac- 
cepted, the supplies of both the Equitable and 
Merchants’, both of which will write independ- 
ent lines. The Cincinnati Underwriters have 
done likewise, except that agents have invari- 
ably taken the agencies of both companies. 
Thus there are more companies, or as many, in 
the field as before the decision. The two last 
named combinations are really benefited by the 
decision, and are increasing their business by 
doubling their capacity. It is understood the 
German-Alliance Association supplies have been 
substituted by those of the German Alliance 
Insurance Company. The Underwriters of 
Pennsylvania has divided its agencies ainong 
the five companies composing it. It is not 
known what the Philadelphia Underwriters will 
do,- Both companies composing it are engaged 
in business individually, and as it has some im- 
portant agencies in Michigan, it will dislike 
very much to give them up. 


++ ++ 


The commissioner on Monday had not yet 
handed down a decision in reference to the New 
York Underwriters’ Agency and Northwestern 
Underwriters. He has promised, however that 
it will not be delayed later than Wednesday. 
The New York Underwriters has promised to 
use the same form of policy that is allowed in 
Illinois, but the commissioner seems to have a 
holy horror of the word underwriters, and it 
looks now as if he would rule that everything of 
the kind should be stricken not only from the 
the underwrite? policy, but all policies having 
advertisements of any kind on the outside. He 
announces he may have to call the Policy Com- 
mission together to decide the matter. 

+t +e 
MICHIGAN FIELD CLUB. 

The Michigan Field Club will hold its next 
regular monthly meeting at Saginaw, E. S., 
Mich , on Monday, May 2, 1898. The Saginaw 
Valley wilJl celebrate its fifth anniversary at the 
same time, and has tendered the Field Club and 
managers a banq uet in the evening at the Sagi- 
naw Club. 

DETROIT CLUB MEETING. 

The Detroit Club held its monthly meeting 
Tuesday, the 12 inst. It is said the matters 
that principally occupied the attention of the 
members were not of more than passing interest, 
routine business principally being disposed of. 
The state of affairs revealed by the J. T. Wing 
& Co. fire, was not in any way referred to. It 
is said that no agent has as yet made a com- 
plaint against Agents Amberg and Hannan & 
Chandler. If the executive committee does not 
see fit to take the initiative in this matter, it 
is felt that the secretary of the club of his own 
accord ought to make an investigation, if not 
begin the proceedings. It isa well known fact 


however, that the evidence in this case is in the 
hands of some of the agents, who were on the 
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risk at the time of the fire, and if any of these 
do not complain, the matter will never come up 
for consideration. The executive committee 
complains of being overworked—that the greater 
part of their time is consumed in running down 
complaints of the most trivial nature, and that 
the members bringing these charges seldom 
secure a conviction. 

The remarks of a great majority of the agents 
have, since the reorganization of the club, 
teemed with vituperation against certain agen- 
cies for rate cutting, and various other charges 
of bad practices. 


THE GUTHARD DEAL AT DETROIT. 

The appointment of Messrs. Guthard & Son 
as managers of the Germania and International 
is now the topic of comment among Detroit 
agents. Rumor has it that they receive a salary 
of $4,000 a year between them, with office rent 
paid by the company, the office force likewise 
being cared for by the Germania. A large office 
is being handsomely fitted up for them on the 
ground floor of the Whitney Opera House Build- 
ing. Itis not exactly known what their policy 
is going to be, but the course of the Germania 
in other cities is so well known, that future 
actions on their part are awaited with interest. 
It has already been said that commissions paid 
by them to solicitors are ‘‘top-notch.”’ 

a ++ 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY SAGINAW VALLEY. 

At the annual meeting of the Saginaw Valley 
Fire & Marine, held April 12th, Mr. F. N. Schmel- 
zer was elected assistant secretary to Secretary 
J. P. Sheridan. Mr. Schmelzer became con- 
nected with the company shortly after its or- 
ganization, and has been Mr. Sheridan’s right 
hand man ever since. Previous to his connec- 
tion with the Saginaw he had nine years ex- 
perience in the local business. Mr. Schmelzer 
is a young man, exceptionally well qualified for 
his new duties, and will prove a valuable aid to 
Secretary Sheridan. 


- ++ 


COUNTRY STORE RISKS. 

There is considerable dissatisfaction expressed 
on the part of most agents writing ‘‘country store 
risks’’ on account of the unfair competition of a 
local company in securing this class of business. 
It is said on good authority that the company 
not only cuts rates on it, but writes the business 
at its main office by application and allows the 
merchants a commission. 

The above is sent in by a prominent special 
agent. THE OHIO UNDERWRITER is advised 
that the local company referred to is the Grand 
Rapids. We are informed, however, that the 
information is incorrect as to the policies being 
written at the home office by application. Every 
merchant whose business is thus secured is ap- 
pointed a policy-writing agent, with full power 
to issue policies other than his own. It is said 
the Grand Rapids has upwards of 500 agents in 
the state, many of whom, of course, are of this 
class. 

THE TAMARACK MINE BUSINESS. 

The Tamarack Mine insurance in the L. & L. 
& G. created quite a little flurry in special 
agency circles when the circumstances sur- 
rounding the deal became known. The com- 
pany claimed that the policies were written as 
usual by the Douglass agency at Houghton, but 
this was only partly true. The entire insurance 
was written in the L. & L. & G., and it is said 
on good authority is now being hawked about 
Chicago as reinsurance. The Douglass agency 
received a nominal commission for signing the 
policies. It would thus seem that the first 
rumor to the effect that the Eastern department 
of the L. & L. & G. wrote the business, is in- 
correct, though it is supposed the deal owed its 
origin to the east. As the story goes Deputy 


Hall of the » Michigan heosiiiine Bureau, at 

Negaunee, was approached and advised that 
the mutuals and Lloyd-company combina- 
tions in New York were about to get the 
business, and that quick action was needed 
to save the line for the stock companies. 
He was asked to authorize a reduction of the 
rate, and do it at once to prevent the non-union 
element from getting the business. Mr. Hall 
did not feel like doing this, but was prevailed 
on to go to Chicago to see Secretary Dudley of 
the Union. The reduction was finally made 
and the moment it was authorized the L. & L. 
& G. insured the entire plant at the new rate. 
There is some feeling over the matter as Mr. 
Halli, instead of securing the authority of the 
Inspection Bureau, went direct to the Union at 
Chicago. 


++ +- 


EXCESS LINES IN MICHIGAN. 
Commissioner Campbell’s attention has been 
called to Section 6, No. 4273, Hov. ‘1’s Statutes, 
part of which reads as follows: “No fire insur- 
ance company ‘organized under this Act, or 
transacting business in this State, shall expose 
itself to any loss on any fire or inland naviga- 


| tion risk or hazard to an amount exceeding 10 


per cent. of its capital, nor shall any fire insur- 
ance company organized under the laws, or any 
authority of any foreign government expose 
itself to any loss on any one fire or inland navi- 
gation risk or hazard to an amount exceeding 
10 per cent. of its deposited capital in the 
United States.’’ It is a well known fact that 
the large foreign corporations who have a de- 
posited capital of only $200,000 violate this law 


every day in the year and if this section of the 


statute were enforced, it would goa long ways 
toward removing the jealousies of the American 
companies towards their foreign brethren. The 
feeling out now is that the foreign companies 
more than any others are making a practice of 
swooping down on large lines and writing them 
in violation of fair principles and honest under- 
writing. The writing of excess lines has grown 


to be probably the greatest bugbear of agents | 


and companies of any, and all will welcome the 


| the enforcement of this law by the insurance 
department. 


LANSING MIX-UP THREATENED. 

The business at Lansing at present is in an 
unsettled condition. Of the seventeen agencies 
established here all but one are members of the 
club, and the one outside is the agency of Mil- 
ler & Emans, lately established. They have the 


| third agency of the Phoenix, of Hartford, the 


first agency of the St. Paul, and the Western. 
Miller is a son of S. M. Miller who for years de- 
moralized the business, not only in Lansing, but 
as state agent for the Westchester, throughout 
the entire state. One of the rules of the Lansing 
Club is that if a company transfers its agency 
from one agent to another, the business on the 


| books shall not be solicited by the agency to 





whom the company transfers. The Phoenix 
transferred its agency from Porter & Porter to 
this firm, and, according to Mr. Miller, author- 


| ized them to hold the business already on the 


books at any rate they could get. They are not 
only doing this, but are demoralizing the busi- 


ness by offering the Phoenix policy at a cut rate, | 


even going so far as to take up policies in force 
and replacing them with the Phoenix policy 
It had been supposed that the Phoenix stood 
for correct practices in underwriting, but it 
looks to the local agents here as if it were bound 
to get business at any price. It is hardly to be 
supposed that this compiny and the St. Paul 
F. & M. would stand back of an agency like 
Miller & Emans and attempt to involve the 
other companies in a rate war. 





SAGINAW LUMBER FIRES. 

The report of the committee appointed to in- 
vestigate as to the supposed incendiary fires in 
the Saginaw lumber district, is of interest, 
especially as the work was crowned with suc- 
cess. The incendiary has been convicted as a 
result mainly of the appointment of the com- 
mittee. The Pinkerton detective force was em- 
ployed, and it shortly ran Reimers, the fire-bug, 
to earth. As is well known, a number of com- 
panies have become so much afraid of lumber 
in the Saginaw Valley, that they will not write 
it under any conditions. As the incendiary 
hazard has now been removed, it is believed the 
companies will again view lumber risks with 
favor. Some of the insurance men still feel that 
the incendiary has not yet been caught, from 
the reason that while Reimers was in jail the 
Wright fire was attempted. As Reimers was a 
‘“‘trusty’’ at the jail it is now about conceded 
that he set the fire, as he was allowed the free- 
dom of the premises and also allowed to go out 
occasionally. The Courier-Hera/d claimed that 
Reimers was not the incendiary, but the com- 
mittee have established to their satisfaction that 
he was. With reference to the Wright fire the 
report says: 

The most has been said about the attempt to 
set fire to the Wright Lumber Co. and we 
will deal with that first. In the first place, 
there is a conflict as to the exact date of this 
attempt. The record at the Police Department 
on the West Side shows it on the 10th of Jan- 
uary, 1897. This was Sunday. One of the wit- 
nesses, however, states that he was returning 
from a lodge meeting the night of the fire, when 
he saw the incendiary being chased by a 
watchman. Reimers was arrested by the W. 
S. Police Department and detained at the 
W. S. Station January 5th and 6th. On the 
7th he was turned over to the Sheriff to be 
sent to the Detroit House of Correction under 
an old commitment. This would seem to show 
that Reimers could not have been connected 
with the fire as he was sent away, according to 
the records in the County Jail on January 11th. 
Reimers’ statement is that he was allowed to 
go to the Postoffice for his mail once or twice, 
and that he did chores around the barn and 
frequently brought in wood to the jail. At the 
time of the Wright fire he made some excuse to 
go down town, got kerosene at Graebner's 
store and set the fire in the early evening, was 
discovered by the watchman, chased by him. A 
M. C. switchman heard the watchman crying 
out after the man. He took a cut right across 
the commons. was there seen by Dr, Lewis 
and his wife, being chased by the watchman; 
also passed Jas. Cooper, of the firm of Briggs 
& Cooper, being chased by the watchman. 
Reimers says he went into the back door of 
the Saginaw Hospital, locked the door and slept 
in the basement that night, returning to the jail 
early the next morning, got his breakfast and 
was taken to Detroit that same day or the day 
following. Mr. Cooper is willing to swear that 
Reimers is the man he saw running away from 
the fire. Reimers, since his arrest,—which, 
bear in mind, is a year later than his attempt, 
—conducted Chief of Police Kain, Sergeant 
Owen, and Detective Steiffel over the ground, 
pointed out the place where the fire was started, 
where he ran across the commons, where he 
went onto the R. R. track and where he left 
it and the route he took to get to the hospital, 
and every bit of it minutely tallies with the 
evidence of the witnesses, Dr. Lewis and Mr. 
Cooper, and no man, unless he was the one who 
set the fire could do this. When shown the 
bottle he was seen to throw away after the 
Wright fire and asked at which fire he used 
that, he said at once: ‘“The Wright fire.’’ It 
was a peculiar bottle having a large yellow label. 

Closing, the committee remark that they feel 
that the lumbermen have cause to congratulate 
themselves that the fire-bug has been found and 
taken care of, and that there should no longer 
be any grounds for uneasiness on the part of the 
insurance companies doing business in the 
Saginaw Valley. 
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MR. AMBERG COMES BACK. 


DETROIT, Mich., April 6, 1898. Editor, OHI0 


UNDERWRITER:—Believing your columns are 
open to fair play, permit me to make an expla- 
nation in reference to my being on the J. T. 
Wing & Co. loss, mention of which was made 
in your paper of March 381. 

The situation in Detroit has not been har- 
monious since the local agents reorganized, 
Oct. 15, 1897, for the reason that several agents 
remain out of the club, and are continually cut- 
ting rates. Besides this, there are some in the 
club that are doing likewise, by either rebating 
or dividing commissions, and resorting to other 
practices, which are strictly in violation of the 
club rules. The matter has been called to the 
attention of the executive committee, and after 
meeting several times to see what could be done 
in reference to this rate cutting (particularly so 
with Bamlet & Miller), they accomplished 
nothing, as usual. 

Your correspondent evidently omitted to say 


that Lee Amberg, in open meeting, asked the | 


entire executive committee, separately and in- 


dividually, to resign their positions for incom- | 


petency. He also neglected to tell you that I 
declared in open meeting that I would not lose 
any more business on account of Bamlet & Mil- 
ler, or any other agents that were cutting rates. 

e further forgot to tell you, that I would con- 
tinue to send all my daily reports to the inspec- 
tion bureau as heretofore, not wishing to con- 
ceal any acts, as everything in my agency is 
open and above board. You are not aware of 
the fact that the inspection burea offered to pass 
the Wing risk at 1.15, provided I would give 
them a written statement to the effect that I 
was in competition with Bamlet & Miller. This 
was done, and then Mr, Chapman changed his 
mind, and proposed that if J. T. Wing & Co. 
would surrender the Bamlet & Miller insurance, 
he would allow me to write the risk at 1.15. 
This to me, seems like child’s play. 

Bear in mind, Mr. Editor, that I was told to 
renew my insurance on the Wing risk, $13,000, 
at the tariff rate, 1.50, which was satisfactory to 
the assured, but when they were approached 
only three or four days later by Bamlet & Miller, 
who have been going from door to door offering 
cut rates, they advised me that I could renew 
my business only on condition that I meet the 
rate made by Bamlet & Miller, 1.15. 

I further wish to inform you, that Bamlet & 
Miller have more insurance on this risk written 
at 1.15, but was dated March 20th, just one day 


after the fire. Thus, you see, I was simply hold- | 


ing my own, and was getting no business that 
belonged to any other agents. 

I will state further that the Wing risk was in- 
spected and daily report approved by Mr. N. B. 
Jones, special agent of the American Fire of 
Philadelphia, Pa., a few days before the fire. 

In the future I trust that your correspondent 
will not say that I was “caught’’ cutting rates, 
or ‘‘caught’’ at anything else, as my actions as 
an underwriter have always been and always 
will be open to criticism, and I shall continue 
to file my complaints, whenever the evidence 
warrants it, without fear or favor, as I am still a 
firm believer of honest and proper practices of 
underwriting, but shall protect my business at 
all hazards, as long as I am backed up by my 
companies. Very respectfully, 

LEE AMBERG. 


++ ++ 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

Detroit will have the honor of entertaining 
the National Association of Local Fire Insur- 
ance Agents July 16 and 17 at its 3d annual 
convention. A good meeting is anticipated, 
though of late the association has been in what 
might be called a comatose state. Where there 


s so much for an association of this kind to do, ' 


it seems a pity that it should linger along with- 
out being of much use to anybody. Take it 
right here in Michigan. The state is overrun 
with multiple agency companies, even in small 
towns where a company ought to be satisfied 
with a single agent. This multiple system forces 
the legitimately conducted companies to put in 
as agents people who are not insurance men, 
thus cutting up the business. More than half 
the agents in Michigan to-day have some other 
line as their principal business and merely oper- 
ate insurance as a sideline. If the National 
Association of Local Agents wants to have an 
excuse for living, why don’t it take up some of 
these vital questions, instead of offering the 
government to raise $500,/00,000 as a war fund 
to rescue Cuba? With a few hundred members 


at the best, scattered through the country, the | 


association proposes to deal with national ques- 
tions, with which, thank the Lord, 


government is already perfectly able to cope. | 


the | 


| 


Let the National Association do something to | 


justify its existence and it will receive ample 
encouragement. It does not look now as though 
Detroit agents were anticipating the convention 
with any great amount of enthusiasm. 


++ ++ 


INSURANCE DEPARTMENT MATTERS. 


Matters at the Insurance Department have | 
been quiet for the last two or three weeks as the | 


Commissioner has been busily engaged trying 
to pass the tax bill of his populistic boss Pingree 
through the State Legislature. Even one con- 
nected with the present administration has been 
called into service, and the lobby, both for and 
against the bill, has been very active; finally, 


however, it met its defeat in the Senate, and | 


unless the Governor calls another special session 
of the Legislature the Commissioner will have 
some time to give to his department. He has. 
however, had time to admit to the State the 
Traders Insurance Company and the Caledonian- 
American of New York, also the Milwaukee Fire, 
the running mate of the Milwaukee Mechanics. 
DEATH OF FRANK DOUGLASS. 

Frank Douglass, of Houghton, one of the most 
prominent insurance agents in the Upper Penin- 
sula, died at St. Luke’s Hospital, in Chicago, on 
Sunday morning, March 27. He assumed 
charge of his father’s insurance business in 1871, 
and on his father’s death succeeded to the busi- 
ness, although a mere boy, and by his tact and 
perseverance succeeded in securing for the 
Douglass agency a very profitable business. He 
was for sixteen years postmaster at Houghton 
and was also agent for the American Express 
Company and the Western Express Company. 
He was a 33rd degree mason, and prominent in 
all the business enterprises of the 
country. The agency will probably be trans- 
ferred to Ed. Douglass, his brother, and will be 
continued for the benefit of the widow. 

From another source it is stated the agency 
will probably be closed out to other agencies. 
The special agents there represented are en 
route for this purpose. This is one of the best 
agencies in the state. 


MICHIGAN FIRE NOTES. 

The Washington of New York has been ad- 
mitted to Michigan. 

Northrup & Benton have been appointed 
agents of the Aachen and Munich at Escanaba, 
Mich. Frank M. Beney has been appointed 
agent of the Aachen and Munich at Negaunee, 
Mich. 

Detroit agents are going into the money loan- 
ing and real estate business in order to control 
the insurance, thus turning the tables on this 


class who insist on a commission on the insur- | 


ance they place. 





copper | 


The loss of J. T. Wing & Co., ship chandlers, 
foot of Woodward Avenue, Detroit, was placed 
in the hands of Geo. C. Cooper, D. H.Wells, and 
N. B. Jones for adjustment. They report satis- 
factory treatment by the assured with a damage 
a trifle less than 50 per cent, or about $22,000. 


Vernor Bros., of Detroit, who have represented 
the German American for twenty-seven years, 
have resigned the agency of that company, and 
W. E. Roney & Co., of Detroit, resigned the 
agencies of the Glens Falls and Manufacturers 
& Merchants, and have taken in their places the 
German American. 


At a meeting of the local agents of Coshocton, 
March 28, 1898, a ‘‘Local Board of Fire Under- 
writers’’ was formed, being composed of W. A. 
Mizer, T. H. Elliott, Robert Boyd, T. H. 
Wheeler, Alford Peck, and McConnell & Rick- 
etts. The Board elected the following officers: 
W. A. Mizer, President; Alford Peck, Vice- 
President, and M. A. McConnell, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 


The courtesy and readiness of A. Bunclark, 
the genial secretary of the Detroit Club, in 
seeking to please and properly attend to the 
wants of the members and look after the mani- 
fold other and not most agreeable duties of his 
office, were emphatically recognized by the club 
in voting hima yearly salary of $400.00. The 
salary formerly paid was only $50.00, so the in- 
crease is a substantial one. 


Henry Ohrns, of Detroit, gave notice at the 
meeting of the Club Tuesday of several amend- 
ments and additional by-laws to the present 
constitution and by-laws He desires that each 
club member deposit $200 instead of $50 as a 
guarantee of good faith. He also desires to 
have a new by-law adopted, by which the club 
shall refuse to admit to membership bank clerks 
representing fire companies. 


A special committee was appointed to investi- 
gate the eligibility of J. C. Burton to member- 
ship of the Detroit Club. It seems Mr. Burton 
sold his agency a year ago to E. A. Waterfall, 
agreeing to remain out of business for three 
years. He now has the agency of the Fireman’s 
Fund, and Mr. Waterfall kicks against his being 
admitted to membership, claiming that he 
joined the club for protection. 


The agents at Owosso are having trouble or- 
ganizing, and two agents, neither devoting all 
their time to the. insurance business, remain 
outside. One is a lawyer and the other a gen- 
eral merchant. As usual the disturbing ele- 
ments are those agents who know little or 
nothing about the insurance business, and who 
do not depend on it for a living. The com- 
panies will pay dearly for this class of appoint- 
ments in the future. They are everywhere a 
detriment to ethical practices and harmony 
among the local agents. 


The firm of John Winter & Co. has gone out 
of business, Mr. Winter resigning from the 
club. It is a very significant fact that following 
the resignation of Mr. Winter from the club, the 
application of J. W. Price for membership came 
up and was approved. Then came the applica- 
tion of Mr. Price to have Mr. Winter as his duly 
authorized solicitor. What are the reasons for 
these changes has not yet been determined, but 
it is said that they are very significant. In view 
that the Associated Underwriters has gone out 
and thus necessitated the discontinuance of two 
agencies, it looks as though Mr. Price proposes 
to give more of his personal attention to Detroit 
local business. It is possible that the excess 


' agents will be cared for as solicitors. 
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SUPT. MATTHEWS’ LATEST MOVE. 


Sues The Mutual Reserve Fund 
816,156 Alleged Back Taxes. 

Superintendent Matthews of Ohio has taken 
one more step in his fight on the assessment 
company question. He has sued the Mutual 
Reserve Fund of New York for back taxes on 
the basis of its being an old line company, the 
time going back to 1886. It is claimed the pre- 
miums collected in Ohio since then amount to 
$651,091, and the tax demanded is 2's per cent. 
per year. This of course is only a test case, and 
it seems very likely that other companies will 
be called on to pay the 2% per cent. tax if the 
Superintendent is successful in his suit. The 
suit is undoubtedly the result of the recent de- 
cision of the Supreme Court upholding the 
superintendent in his contention that the asso- 
ciations were imitating legal reserve methods. 
The annonncement of the suit was hardly a sur- 
prise, as the OHIO UNDERWRITER stated a 
couple of months or more ago, that if the de- 
partment was successful it would arrange to 
collect back taxes. A bill was even introduced 
in the legislature authorizing the superintendent 
to arrange for the collection of the money. 


New Manhattan Life Managers. 

Since C. E. Tillinghast accepted the vice- 
presidency of the Provident Savings Life, and 
his two sons, partners with him in the Cleve- 
land general agency of the Manhattan, took 
positions with the Provident, the managership 
of the Manhattan has been vacant. This has 
now been filled by the appointment of J.C. & 
F. T. Zollinger, who will hereafter have charge 
of Northern Ohio and Indiana. Their office 
will remain in the Society for Savings building. 


L. D. Drewry’s Southern Agency. 


The firm of Drewry & Thompson, general 
agents for the Mutual Benefit for Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, has been dissolved 
by the retirement of Mr. Thompson. Mr. 
Thompson has never had any but a working 
interest in the agency, and under the new 
arrangement he severs entirely his connection 
with the Mutual Benefit. Mr. Drewry has ad- 
mitted to partnership Mr. S. N. Ford, who has 
heretofore been his superintendent of agencies 
for the Chattanooga agency, and the firm will be 
Drewry & Ford. In both his Ohio and southern 
agencies Mr. Drewry is doing a heavy business 
and if the present pace of the Ohio agency force 
continues the Ohio business this year will reach 
$3,000,000. 


American Union Thriving. 


Snperintendent of Agencies Moore Sanborn, 
of the American Union Life, in his April an- 
nouncement to agents, calls attention to the 
good records of the company in 1897 and to the 
fact that it made the best record for ratio of in- 
crease of insurance in force of all the companies 
operating in the country. Regarding recent 
appointments he says: 

Among recent accessions to our force let me 
especially introduce you to Prof. L. G. Gorton, 
associate manager of our Michigan agency. 
Prof. Gorton has been for two years general 
agent for the New York Life at Detroit, and 
prior to that time was president of the Michigan 
State Agricultural College. Col. W. H. Ballew, 
of Knoxville, Tenn , is another recruit who en- 
ters the field after successful training as special 
agent of the Equitable Life in North Carolina, 
and as an executive special for the Mutual Life 
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in Tennessee. Prof. Gorton and Col. Ballew are 
among the giants of the force, being 6 feet 
4% inches, and 6 feet 2% inches tall respective- 
ly. S. L. Miller, our new manager in South 
Carolina, is one of the best known life under- 
writers in the South, having been for years 
with the Mutual Life of New York. He starts 
his work by sending in $70,000 in applica- 
tions as an indication of what we may expect 
from him later. At Louisville, beginning work 
for us in Eastern and Central Kentucky, is Mr. 
C. K. Lehrberg, who has been with the Mutual 
Reserve Fund Life for’ eleven years in that 
state, but, being tired of the increase of 
assessments made by his insurance alma mater, 
he joins our ranks. Among the notable addi- 
tions to our force in Texas are Bart Moore, one 
of the best known and influential business men 
of Waco, who has already furnished us with 
evidence of his ability as an application pro- 
ducer. [L. O. Robertson, of Dallas, who has 
been a successful representative of one of the 
racers for years, associates himself with Man- 
ager Carlton, believing the American Union is 
growing so fast it must soon become a giant. 
Prof. McCracken, of Mineral Wells, who did 
such creditable work during his vacation last 
summer, has resigned the presidency of his 
college to cast his fortune with us and use his 
eminent abilities as an educator, in teaching 
men how to solve some of the problems of the 
future by buying insurance of the American 
Union. 


rir. L. N. Geldert Resigns. 


It is stated that Laukota & Judd and Louis 
N. Geldert, in charge of the southern depart- 
ment of the Washington Life, will not renew 
their contracts with the company on May Ist. 
Mr. Geldert’s plans are not yet announced, but 
he will undoubtedly take some position as su- 
perintendent of agencies for another company, 
which post he is exceptionally well qualified to 
fill. Mr. Geldert is well known as the former 
manager of the /vsurance Herald of Louisville. 


Attacks on the New York Life. 

The take-off on Vice-President Perkins’ bul- 
letin to the agents of the New York Life in the 
shape of an alleged analysis of the 16-million 
dollar special reserve fund, was reproduced en- 
tire in the last issue of the bulletin. Accom- 
panying the bulletin was a circular letter, as 
follows: 

Our attention has just been called to what 
purports to be a bulletin issued by me. I hand 
you herewith a fac-simile of it, reproduced 
word for word. You will observe that the 
same paper is used, the same style of type, the 
same general setting,— from first to last it is 
meant to give the impression that it is one of our 
bulletins. We don’t know who has issued this. 
We haven’t tried to find out. It only came to 
our attention a few moments ago, but we have 
ordered our printer to reproduce it, because we 
think it is a rattling good thing for you to have. 
Somebody has evidently been kind enough to 
sum up into one circular all the annoymous 
things that have been flying around of late in 
regard to our $16,195,926 surplus reserve funil. 
From our point of view, this isn’t a bad idea. 
We are fortunate to find someone kind enough 
to group them all together in one circular, and 
we send them to you immediately that you may 
have all that anybody, so far as we know, has 
tried to say against our surplus reserved fund. 

If you have occasion to meet this anonymous 
circular in any way, we suggest you simply 
place it beside our little pamphlet, “The New 
York Life Insurance Company —Its Reserve and 
Surplus.’’ One is official—issued by our com- 
pany over the signatures of its officers and of 
the superintendent of insurance of this state. 
The other is anonymous. One is a complete 
history of a great move by a great company in 
the interest of its policy-holders. The other is 
a weak, flimsy attack on that move, made by 
nobody knows whom. ‘The respective docu- 
ments speak for themselves. 


| balances, of $51,943. 
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Covenant [lutual Examination. 


The Covenant Mutual of St. Louis, which re- 
cently entered Ohio, has just been examined by 
the Missouri department. The company is 
shown to have total assets of $466,681 and sur- 


plus, which includes $7,902 unsecured agency 
The superintendent, in 
transmitting a copy of the report to the com- 
pany, says: 

In coming through the difficulties surround- 
ing the company during the past five years of 
stringency in all departments of business; and 
especially in overcoming the difficulties of com- 
petition with the large Eastern life insurance 
institutions, your determination to administer 
the affairs of the “Covenant’’ conservatively 
and with economy in expense, has resulted in 
placing the company in such good standing that 
neither its officers nor its patrons should have 
any fear for its future. 


Vice-President Welch Dead. 


Archibald H. Welch, second vice-president of 
the New York Life, died at his home at Morris- 
town, N. J., Wednesday, the 6th. He was 
sixty-nine years old. Mr. Welch had particular 
charge of the loans and investments of the 
company. He was a talented financier and an 
invaluable man to the company. It is possible 
that Third Vice-President George W. Perkins 
will be promoted to the second vice-presidency, 
but in any event, he would not assume Mr. 
Welch’s duties as financier. He will undoubt- 
edly continue at the head of the agency depart- 
ment. It is stated as very likely that some 
New York banker of ability will be selected for 
the vacancy. 

—_—_—_————————— 
FROM WEST TO EAST. 
A deal will be consummated within a week 


| or ten days whereby the actuary of a Western 





company will resign his position to goin a sim- 
ilar capacity with one of the well-known East- 
ern companies, with extended powers and a 
most liberal stipend, so it is rumored. The 
gentleman in question is rapidly forging to the 
front in acturial circles in America, and his new 
position will give him ample opportunity to 
demonstrate his ability. 
MUTUAL RESERVE SUIT. 

Dr. William Cameron, of Covington, Ky., has 
sued the Mutual Reserve Fund Life association 
to recover an alleged assessment or for $1,900 in 
premiums and the rescinding of his policy. He 
took out a $4,000 policy in 1885 with the under- 
standing that the rate was not to exceed $3.75 
per $1,000 and yet he is now required to pay 
$11.50 per $1,000 in addition to dues, etc. He 
says the reserve fund now amounts to $2,000,000 
but defendant company refuses to pay mortuary 
calls out of it. 

++ ++ 
‘BIG THREE" ADVERTISING SCHEME. 

Life agents over the country are beginning to 
be stirred up over the alleged ‘insurance de- 
partment’? now running in Frank Leslie’s Mag- 
azine. It is very evident that the department is 
only.a shrewdly planned advertisement for the 
three big New York companies, the Equitable, 
Mutual and New York Life. The ‘“‘editor’’ of 
the department, who is probably hired by the 
three companies, is supposed to post the read- 
ers of the magazine as to the best companies, 
and give advice regarding policies, other com- 
panies, etc. For instance, the Mutual Benefit 
is a good company, but not so good or strong as 
the three New York companies. The Connecti- 
cut Mutual is fair, bu/ its business has fallen off 
so and so much, which when compared with the 
“three New York companies’’ shows the insti- 
tution to be in a pitiable condition, indeed. The 
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Union Central is one of the smaller companies, 
with assets of not quite ——- and liabilities over 
The scheme is a good one, but insur- 
ance men are surprised that Leslie’s or any 
other legitimate magazine would lend or sell its 
columns for such purposes. 


++ ++ 





INCREASES OF OHIO BUSINESS. 

J. C. Trask, Cleveland general agent of the 
Northwestern Mutual, has issued his annual 
statistical compilation of Ohio business. It 
shows that the company stands second in the 
state in amount of insurance in force, Thisisa 
gain from 7th place in 1891. The table also 
shows it stood first as to increase in seven years. 
The New York Life stood second, Union Central 
third, and according to the exhibit, the Mutual 
Life fourth. The John Hancock, however, is 
entitled to fourth place, but for some reason it 
has not been accorded proper credit. The John 
Hancock’s figures are not given at all. The 
increase of the John Hancock in the seven years 
was from $1,322,377 on January 1, 1891, to 
$7,672,896 on the first of January last. This 
gain was made with practically no insurance in 
force and with a comparatively small company. 
The John Hancock should hardly have been left 
out of the table, just because it showed a close 
duplication or advance on the Northwestern’s 
record. 

BEST THREE MONTHS EVER.” 

The Mutual Life of Kentucky will, it seems, 
make 1898 its banner year of progress. The 
amount of new business in March reached $500,- 
000, This embraced the largest day’s, week’s, 
and month’s new business in the history of the 
company. The new business for the first quarter 
of the year was $1,351,699 as against about one- 
third that last year. The Mutual’s unexcelled 
(and it is not an empty word in this case) con- 
tracts are evidently finding appreciation with 
the public. 

FIDELITY MUTUAL IN OHIO. 

It is stated that the Fidelity Mutual of Phila- 
delphia will apply for admission to Ohio as a 
legal reserve company in case no legislation 
legalizing it as an assessment company is passed 
by the Ohio legislature. If the application is 
made the Ohio department will have an inter- 
esting question to decide. If the Fidelity ap- 
plies one or two similar companies will prob- 
ably do likewise. 

CHAIRMAN WILLIAMS ILL. 

Chicago advices state that the condition of 
Ben Williams, Western manager of the State 
Mutual Life, and chairman of the executive 
committee of the National Association of Life 
Underwriters, is critical, and the feeling is that 
he will never be at his office again. Mr. Wil- 
liams has been ill for months with gastritis. 
He tried on one occasion to attend to business 
at his office, but had to be taken to his home. 
Associate Manager Carmack is in charge of the 
department. 


THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT MUDDLE. 

Commissioner Fricke of Wisconsin has written 
Commissioner Campbell in answer to a threat 
of the latter that he would retaliate against the 
Northwestern Mutual Life for the act of Com- 
missioner Fricke in requiring the Standard of 
Detroit to pay over $5,000 back taxes under the 
recent decision of the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
in the Travelers case. Dr. Fricke’s letter makes 
it plain that if Commissioner Campbell under- 
takes to retaliate he will see the bluff and go 
him one better. Michigan has two insurance 
companies doing business in Wisconsin, the 
Michigan Mutual Life and the Standard, and if 
Camphell seeks to punish the Northwestern for 
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| the acts of the Wisconsin authorities he will col- 
lect from the two Michigan companies an equal 
sum calculated by years. This will bring the 
amount which can be collected from the Stand- 
ard to $118,000 less the amount the Company 
has already paid, and about $90,000 for the 
Michigan Mutual Life. Commissioner Campbell 
is a fighter and what answer he will make to the 
Wisconsin Commissioner is problematical, but it 
is hardly to be supposed that he will lay down 
Commis- 
sioner Campbell said this afternoon in reference 
to the matter: “It is to be regretted that Com- 
missioner Fricke of Wisconsin has worked him- 
self into such a pet. Fricke threatened ‘the 
Standard of Detroit that unless it paid about 
$6,000 back license fee and interest he would an- 
nul its certificate. It had already paid the same 
taxes that we were charging the Wisconsin com- 
panies, but rather than discontinue business in 
Wisconsin it was compelled to pay. When he 
states that he can col'ect $100,000 from the 
Standard and $90,000 from the Michigan Mutual 
Life he is talking what he knows must be non- 
sense and that will not deter me from the per- 
formance of my duties. I shall be content to 
leave the matter to the courts.’’ 


++ ++ 


HARPER'S STIPULATED PREMIUM MEASURE. 
The substitute for Senator Harper’s Senate 
Bill 437, applicable to stipulated premium com- 
panies comes up in the Senate as a special order 
for 10 o’clock to-morrow (Wednesday). It had 
previously been made a special order for Thurs- 
day, the 7th, and at that time was postponed 
until to-morrow. Senators May and Burke both 
spoke for a postponement, and now the stipu- 
lated premium fellows are wondering how these 
Senators came to change about when they both 
signed the report recommending the passage of 
the bill. Senator Valentine, who is for the bill, 
when this matter came up, became somewhat 
angry regarding Mr. Burke’s change, and said 
that there were altogether too many Senators 
there who were attorneys for old line companies. 


LIFE NOTES. 


J. S. Bentz, Columbus agent of the Connec- 
ticut Mutual, has removed his office to the Desh- 


ler Block. 


W. B. Pearson and W. L. May, agents of the 
New York Life at Dayton, have been convicted 
of rebating. 


J. H. Peairs, formerly superintendent of the 


Prudential at Zanesville, has moved to Toledo, 
where he will engage in the life business. 


Harry Foster and Charles Elliott have taken 
the general agency of the ordinary department 
of the Metropolitan Life at Marion, Ohio. 








The Equitable Benefit Association, of Kala- | 
mazoo, Mich., has been closed up by Commis- | 


sioner Campbell on the ground of insolvency. 


Senator Harper's assessment bill, for the re- 
lief of the associations affected by the recent 
supreme court decision, stands little chance of 
becoming a law. 


Sick and accident benefit associations incor- | 


porated under the law of ’87 have been decided 
by the Attorney General of Michigan to have 
no authority to pay death benefits. 


M. A. Marks, manager at Cleveland of the 
Equitable Life, of New York, has moved from 
the Arcade to the Garfield building. A reception 
of the agents was held in celebration of the new 
location. 


The Equitable Mutual, of Kalamazoo, and the 
Washington and Lincoln Benefit Association, of 
Detroit, which were declined licenses, have 








complied with the commissioner’s order and 
have been relicensed. 


Commissioner Campbell, of Michigan, is en- 
forcing the retaliatory law on the Northwestern 
Mutual Life, of Milwaukee. The Wisconsin de- 
partment recently raked up an old ruling and 
made the Standard Accident, of Detroit, pay 
double taxes in Wisconsin. 


The Travelers Insurance Company has noti- 
fied its policy-holders that ‘Until otherwise 
ordered, policy-holders of present date insured 
for the term of life or for endowment, may be 
privileged by written permission of the com- 
pany to enter the military or naval service of 
the State or of the United States, in case of war, 
without the prejudice to the insurance under 
the policy.”’ 


Senator Williams’ bill, providing that credit- 
ors of a decedent shall file their claims for 
insurance money, the premiums on which were 
paid out of creditors’ money, within three days 
after death, or forfeit their claims altogether, 
is now a law, having passed Senate and House. 
Heretofore there has been no limit to the time 
which they had to file claims and this sometimes 
confused the companies as to who were entitled 
to the insurance money. 


Somewhat to the surprise of insurance men, 
the petition for a receiver for the Life Insurance 
Clearing Company of St. Paul, has been denied 
by the court. As the insurance commissioner 
made the application it was regarded as a for- 
mality. W. C. Sargent is manager for the com- 
pany, and he spent the greater part of the day 
on the stand. It is understood the company 
will not write any new business, but will proba- 
bly carry risks to maturity, as several other life 
companies are doing. 


The Home of New York announces the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Louis E. Guntrum as agent 
for Cincinnati, O., with an independent line. 
Mr. Guntrum is one of the younger under- 
writers of the city who have a fine future, not 
only promised but already assured, and _ his ac- 
ceptance of the agency of the Home is in per- 
fect harmony with his growth in the business. 
It is understood that the Home has offered this 
independent line to no other office in Cincin- 
nati, and there are many who are compliment- 
ing Mr. Guntrum upon its acceptance. Adam 
Gray, as is well known, has the regular agency. 


The Sheppard bill introduced recently in the 
Senate, prohibiting companies from allowing 
their agents to belong to local boards, is looked 
upon as an evidence that the anti-trust suits are 
weak and will be given up. The companies, as 
is well-known, claim the only combination as to 
rates there is that by the local agents who com- 
bine, not for the purposes of securing exorbitant 
premiums, but to prevent the business from be- 
coming demoralized. As the O’Neil law ex- 
cludes agents, it has all along been believed 
that Attorney General Monnett would fail to 
make out acase. The attempt of Sheppard to 
have his bill passed is looked on as a move on 
the part of Monnett and his faction to bolster up 
his case. 

Fred R. Young, of Moline, Ill., has been ap- 
pointed Illinois special of the Cincinnati Under- 
writers’. 


The Continental, in the fight in New York 
City for the desirable fireproof buildings, makes 
a bid of 5 cents for five years in competition 
with the L. & L. & G. and other foreign com- 
panies. It offers to take a line of $100,000 or 
$1,000,000 at this rate in order to knock out the 
Britishers. 
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AMONG CASUALTY MEN. 
PREFERRED MASONIC HEARD FROM. 
Explains Its Position in Connection With 

Commissioner Campbell's Onslaught 

on Detroit Assessment Companies. 

DETROIT, Mich., April 4, 1898. Zo the Ed- 
ifor:—We note in your issue of March 31], on 
page 12, under the head of ‘‘Weeding out 
fakers.’’ You make reference to this associa- 
tion in a manner that is calculated to do us 
great damage, and we therefore respectfully re- 
quest that you correct your statement regarding 
us. In this connection, I will state that Com- 
missioner Campbell renewed our license imme- 
diately upon the expiration of the license that 
was issued in 1897, and he not only said that 
the company is in a solvent financial condition, 
but that he has never received any complaints 
as to its method of doing business, and that his 
examination showed that all just claims had 
been promptly and fairly settled. Our contro 
versy with Commissioner Campbell was simply 
a difference of opinion as to certain securities 
held by the company and carried under former 
commissioners without objection. Commis- 
sioner Campbell, however, did not regard them 
as proper securities, and he was informed by the 
officers of the association at the time of making 
his objection that the mortgage in question 
could be converted into cash for its face value 
at a moment’s notice, and it would be sold if he 
so desired. Accordingly, it was sold at its face 
value, and inasmuch as the association had no 
trouble whatever in disposing of the security, it 
must necessarily follow that there was at least 
some ground for their contention. Had you 
taken pains to investigate before printing the 
above article, you would have found that Com- 
missioner Campbell does not class the Preferred 
Masonic among those that are good concerns to 
let alone. 

Trusting that you will favor us by correcting 
the statement which you have made, as we be- 
lieve you will in fairness to us, we remain, 
very truly yours, G. H. GATES, Secretary. 








Ohio Casualty Appointments. 

Aetna Indemnity—Reeder & Gilbert, Toledo. 

Continental, Hammond, Ind.—Oscar M. Car- 
ter, Columbus. 

Central Accident—J. M. Brown, Dayton; T. 
A. Vernon, Salem. 

Fidelity and Casualty—McConnell & Ricketts, 
Coshocton; D. A. Nicholson, Mansfield; J. B. 
Campbell, Niles. 

Inter-State Casualty—Kaplan & 
Cincinnati. 

National Surety—John Field, Columbus. 

New Jersey Plate Glass—James F. Yarick, 
Elyria. 

New York Plate Glass—Carpenter & Nye, 
Delaware; Wm. Clark, New Philadelphia; Gy- 
ger & Scranron, Alliance; H. N. Love, Marion; 
C. P. Wickham, Jr , Norwalk; W. W. Walker, 
Wilmington; I. V. Wing, Zanesville. 

U.S. Casualty—J. F. Brandhuber, Toledo. 


Abraham, 


MONTGOMERY LAW NOT REPEALED. 

The bill to repeal the Montgomery law, which 
has been pending in the Senate for so long a 
time, was a special order for 10:55 Tuesday 
but was not reached until the afternoon. The 
bill was defeated, receiving only thirteen votes, 
and companies will continue to make deposits 
in Ohio, at least until the session of the next 
legislature. There has been a good deal of talk 
since this bill was introduced regarding the 
manner in which it secured support. It is well 
known that Senator Robertson was the real 
author of the bill, and to most persons he has 


| 


| sections soliciting at cut rates. 
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We are organizing Central and Southern Ohio 
for the PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE. Good men 
can obtain valuable general agency contracts. 


BOSWELL & BUCKLEY, 


not attempted to deny this. He has worked 
hard for its passage, and in two or three in- 
stances has become somewhat warm over it. 
The comment arose from the fact that Mr. Rob- 
ertson is understood to be the paid attorney for 
the Fidelity and Casualty Company, and it has 
not been thought right that he should come in 
that capacity and secure support for his bill be- 
fore the Senate. 


THE MARYLAND CASUALTY. 

The statement made last issue that the Mary- 
land Casualty would immediately enter Ohio 
was a little premature. While the company in- 
tends to enter the state it is not yet ready to do 
so and it will probably be some little time be- 
fore arrangements are completed. Probably in 
a couple months the company will be doing 
business in this state. 


The Capital Accident Association, of Colum- 
bus, is a new one. 

The Ocean Accident and Guarantee has been 
ruled out of Pennsylvania. 

The Williams bill repealing the $50,000 de- 
posity law for casualty companies is practically 
dead. It was instigated by the Fidelity and 
Casualty, so it is said. 

The newly organized Maryland Casualty has 
not yet joined the compact, and its agents are 
advertising the fact to the public, and in some 
The company 
has not yet entered Ohio, but will probably do 
so in a short time. 


COFRAN, J. W. G.—Do you intend to call 
down that little Cleveland game whereby 
Squire, Hahn & App are allowed to represent 
several Union companies without communicat- 
ing their names to the Local Board ?—7he Vigi- 
lant, New York. 


By) euananTeeo omen 


No estimate of future results! 
figure guaranteed! 





Every 
Under the new Policy 


| of the HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO. of 
| New York. Before making your 1898 Con- 


tract address 


w. A. FR. BRUEHL. 4. H. MINDERMANN 


W. A. R. BRUEHL & Co., Gen’! Managers 


OHIO AND SOUTHERN INDIANA, 
Western Methodist Book Concern Building, CINCINNATI, 0. 


J. H. ANTHONY, Manacer 
NORTHEASTERN On1o, 


Cc. F. McCORD, Genwi Act 
SOUTHWESTERN On!1o, 
New ENGLAND BuILoING, CINCcINNAT!, O 

CLEVELAND. 
G. HILLER, Seciat Acenr 
CINCcINNAT!, O 


MANAGERS, 
CINCINNATI. 


OHIO STATE AGENCY 


° 


THE UNITED STATES LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF NEW YORK. 


lf you can produce business let me hear 
from you. New and attractive features. 
Most progressive Life Insurance Company 
in Ohio. Can suit you on territory or con- 
tract. Address, 


E. W. CHRISTY, State Megr., 


106 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, O., or 
15 & 16 Wiggins Block, Cincinnati, O. 


ATTENTION! _ 


The Washington Life Insurance Co. 
of New York, is giving most liberal 
contracts to capable producers in Ohio. 
Some splendid territory unoccupied. 
Up to date, and the very best contracts 
of Life Insurance yet offered. 


iN THE Last Five yearns, THE WASHINGTON eaio 
A LARGER AMOUNT TO POLICY-HOLOERS IN RETURN PREMIUMS 
1. E. FOR DIVIDENDS AND SURRENDERED POLICIES PROPOR 
TIONATE TO PREMIUMS RECEIVED, THAN THE AVERAGE OF ALL 
OTHER LIFE INGURANCE COMPANIES IN THIS COUNTRY 


ADDRESS AT ONCE, 
SKINNER & MERWIN, 


24 Carew Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





Health Hndorsement 


WILL BE ATTACHED TO ANY 
GENERAL ACCIDENT POLICY 
ISSUED BY 


The Pacitc Mutual Life Insurance Company 


OF CALIFORNIA. 


RATES 
AMOUNT OF POLICY . 
os ‘ = Health Additional 
Weekly Annual 


Accident 
Indemnity 


Accidental 
Death 


Indemnity Premium 


$5,000 $25.00 $25.00 $2.50 

i" You can sell double the amount of Acci- 
dent Insurance with the Endorsement. Good 
Agents in Ohio and West Virginia can get 


good contracts. Address 


P. W. DITTO, Strate Acenr, 
379 The Arcade, Cleveland, 0 
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in Ohio. LIBERAL CONTRACTS. Address, 
Manager Ohio Branch, 


WV 7 Energetic producing 
anted Agents in every Town p 


Canada Life Assurance Co., 
Cleveland, O. 





MYRON C. LONG 


Manager 


AETNA LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
(ACCIDENT DEPARTMENT) 
MITCHELL BUILDING, 


"Phone 2153. CINCINNATI, 0. 





H. W. WEISBRODT, 


Designing, wood and Process 
| Engraving, 
oo Half-Tone, 
I\ Zinc-Etching, 
Electrotyping. 





BLYMYER BUILDING, 


CINCINNATI, O. 


J. W. CHAMPLIN, eresiventr W. FRED. MCBAIN, sec’y ano manacer 


MICHICAN’S __.., 
LEADINC COMPANY. 


G RA N D a INSURANCE 
RAPIDS OMPANY, 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 








| The Prudential 


Ordinary and 
Industrial 
Profit-Sharing 
Life Insurance Policies. 


$50,000 to $15 
On Every Approved Plan. 


= — AGENTS WANTED. 
THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA. 


JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. 
Homme Office, NEWARK, N. J. 
HENRY BOHL, Supt. of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana, COLUMBUS, OHIO, 








REFERRED ise (0 


NEL SON J. EDWARDS * 


447 EAST THIRD ST YCING INNATI -¥ 





NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities in the 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. 


$24.00 per week for Accident 


ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION 


$6.00 per week for Sickness 


ACCUMULATED FOR AGE. 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


The only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick benefit business. 


THE 





Ohio Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co., 
of SALEM, OHIO, is 





HARD TO BEAT. 


GERMAN 
Fire Insurance Company, 


OF WHEELING, W. VA. 


ORGANIZED IN 1867. 


OFFICERS: 
WM. F. STIFEL, President. F. RIESTER, Secretary. 
ANTON REYMANN, Vice-Pres’t. WM. GOERING, Ass’t Sec’y. 


S. W. RICE, Special Agent. 


26TH 


“(sf GERMAN AMERIGAN INSURANCE COMPANY. 


OF NEW YORK. 





JANUARY 1, 1898.- 

Stocks and Bonds--Par Value $5,599,209.00. Market Value $6,969,603 00 

Cash in Banks and Office $286,133 96 

Cash in hands of Agents and in course of collection 194,981 10 

Accrued Interest not included in Market Values 10,981 06 

Real Estate owned by the Company 15,000 00 
Loans secured by mortgages on N. Y. City Real Estate 58,000 00 096 12 
Total Assets $7. 834, 699 12 
CAPITAL STOCK (Invested in U.S. Bonds $1,000,000 00 
Reserve Fund for Unexpired Risks . 2,601,689 81 
Reserve Fund for Unsettled Losses 302,614 43 
| Reserve Fund for all other Claims. 251,395 50 
| Net Surplus beyond all Liabilities 3,678,999 38 
_ $7,834,699 12 





ERNEST L. ALLEN, President. 
LOUIS F. DOMMERICH, Vice-President. WILLIAM N. KREMER, Secretary. 
ROBERT L. KLUM, EDWIN M. CRAGIN, Asst. Secretaries. 


PACIFIC DEPARTMENT : WESTERN. DEPARTMENT : 


San Francisco, Cal. Chicago, lil. 
GEORGE H. TYSON, Manager, EUGENE CARY, Mgr., ROGERS PORTER, Asst. Mgr. 
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Ohio Farmers Insurance Company 





THE AMERICAN FIRE ccmeans: 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








CASH CAPITAL, - ° . 


8 500,000.00 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all other e laims, - - 1,513,076.99 
Surplus over all Liabilities, a - - - . - 542,301.63 | 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1898, $2, 675, 520.22 


rHOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’ y.- 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. 
NELSON B. JONES, JAMES P. EDMONDS, 


$ vecial Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. 





CHARTERED 1851. 


Richland 


Mutual Insurance Company, 


MAWNSFIBLD, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: J. H.Cook, N.S. Reed, J. M. Waugh, H.R. Smith, J. W. Jenner 
G. A. Clugston, H.C. Hedges, W. W.Cockley, A.C. Cummins. 


Assets, $1,641,484.07. 


J. H. COOK, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 


1sS4cG. 1sSsODo”7. 


The Western Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 


URBANA, OHIO. 
Writes Ohio Business Only, strictly on the Premium Note Plan. 


eesee? HALF-A-CENTURY 
Shows that its members have obtain 
RELIABLE INSURANCE, ; or 
SOUND INDEMNITY. 
REASONABLE RATES, 
VERY LOW COST, 


Averaging only 4% per cent. for last twenty years. 
LOSSES PROMPTLY ADJUSTED AND PAID. 
W. R. ROSS, Pres. WILSON BALDWIN, Sec’y. JOS. S. CARTER, Gen’! Agt. 


INSURANCE | 


Special Agt. for Ohio, Lansing, Mich. | 


STANDARD OHIO MUTUAL FIRE COMPANIES. 


LE ROY, OHIO. 


Fire, Lightning and Tornado Indemnity. 


Carefully ed Assets on January Ist 1898 of $1,046,010.52, r 

as Tollows To r policy-holders : 
Reserve for re-insurance, . .... 4.4.4: ; $859,356.8 
Reserve for Losses and al! other Liabilities, . aa aaa 
Net Cash Surplus, .. . 103,125.46 


rota, . . . $1,046,010.52 


JAS. C. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT. 
O. S. WELLS, SECRETARY. 





ORCANIZED IN 1884. 
Eighteenth Annual Financial Statement 


OF THE 


Manufacturers’ and Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Company 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


JOHN G. CHICK, 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


H. W. PRICE, 
PRESIDENT 


F. F. WORMWOOD, 
TREASURER 


GEO. W. CARSE, ass’'T SECRETARY 


1. S. MONTGOMERY, 
SECRETARY 


JANUARY 1, 1898. 


ASSETS LIABILITIES. 
Cash $ 81.032 16 Interest Outstanding Scrip $ 4000 
: Losses Adjusted not due 3,207 5O 


Contingent. 432,121 72 Lossesin Process of Adjustment 15,836 33 


Re-Insurance Reserve, X) per 


— $913,153 88 cent. of Premiums 40,589 67 
- _ . Surplus above all Liabilities $53,120 38 
Net Cash Surplus, 820,998.66. F = 
$513,153 88 
Losses paid since organization $683,312 81 
Scrip Dividend paid since organization 8,952 84 
Cash Dividend paid since organization. 88,536 40 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. Began Business October 2, 1876. 


THE 


Central Manufacturers 


VAIN WERT, OHIO. 





Mutual 


Insurance Co. 


Premium Notes $369,589.95. 


Total Cash Assets $99,379. Net Cash Surplus $54,523. 


J. S. BRUMBACK, President. F. W. PURMORT, Secretarv. 


TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD. 


The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 


J. W. WAGNER, President. 
J. M. Coox, Secretary. 


OF MANSFIELD, O. 


Total Available Assets $484,650.58. 
Net Cash Surplus 812,909.61 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio, 
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Shes ye 
The Best Pb LY The Best 


. 7 Por, 1 : | 
Meeident, Wd veg Commissions 


OF NEW YORK. 





Policies, 


ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, SEc’y, 
256 and 257 Broadway, ” NEw YORK. 


ASSETS, over B4AO0O,0O0OO0 


Surplus to Policyholders, 203,000 


| 


——THE- 


MUTUAL LIFE cPserrucer 


Hon. CHAS. D. JACOB, President. GEO. W. MORRIS, V-President. 
wM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. DAV. MERIWETHER, Treas. 


Home Office, - - Louisville, Ky. 


Assets December 31st 1896 $2,703,032 12 

Surplus, 4 per cent. 253,871 60 | 
Surplus, 4% per cent. 418,871 60 | 
Total Death Claims and Endowments Paid. . . 2,785,793 64 | 


$200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the 
Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt 
and approval of proof of death. 


ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, Ky. 
Pike Building, - CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


The WILLIATIS TYPEWRITER. 
New No. 2, for 1898. 


Visible Writing. Extreme 





Direct Inking. Durability. 
Best Work. Ball-Bearing 
Key-Board Lock. Carriage. 


Easy Touch. Phenomenal Speed. 
Permanent Alignment. 
Superior Manifolding. 


OLD MACHINES TAKEN IN 
PART PAYMENT. 


Fullcatalogue onapplication. Agents 
wanted in unoccupied territory 

We have a few second-hand machines 

of other makes for sale; also sup- 

plies 


EDWIN A. HARDIN & CO. 
SOLE DEALERS, 
409 Walnut St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


The Kansas Mutual Life Insurance Co 


TOPEKA, KANSAS. 


MENTION THIS PAPER. 


J. P. DAVIS, - - = + © PRESIDENT. 


AS SAFE AS NATIONAL BANK NOTES. 


National Bank Notes are secured by deposits with the United 
States Government. The Registered Policies of the 
KANSAS MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO., 


are, in compliance with law, secured by deposits with the State of 
Kansas. Both have government guarantees in addition to corpora- | 
tion pledges. No better or safer insurance can be had. Reliable, 
energetic Special, District and State Agents wanted. 
A. L. ATWOOD, Agency Director, 
Topeka, Kansas. 


a 1867. Members’ Safety Fund 


81,000,000. 


‘HARTFORD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 





Sells all Desirable Forms of Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 
Seven-Year Distribution Policies, etc. 





E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also 
makes renewal contracts with reliable men. WRITE HIM. 





Western and Southern 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL, ° * . $100.000.00. 


FRANK CALDWELL, President. 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


= GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


Mutual Reserve Fund 
~—_Life Association. 


FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, President. 
Mutual Reserve Building, NEW YORK CITY. 


New business received in 1897, over $71,000,000. 
Cash income during 1897, over $6,000,000. 
Death Claims paid since organization, over $33,000,000. 








EDWARD’ H. [IILLER, Manager. 


Carew Building, Cincinnati. 


The State Lafe 


Insurance Company, 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Telephone 640. 


While organized and operated as an assessment company under assessment laws, 
THE STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY adopted at its organization the scientific 
premiums and mathematical reserves of the old line system, and the emergency 
clause and limited expense fund of the assessment system. In thus combining the 
best features of both systems and eliminating the weaknesses of each, the Company 
claims the distinction of having developed a more perfect system than either, and to 
have reached the acme in fundamental construction of a superior Life Insurance 
Company, embodying elements of perpetuity and strength not found unite in any 
other. 


sae Correspondence solicited with first-class Life 
Insurance Men. 











